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Saul and Jonathan


Saul and Jonathan

“Saul possessed all the natural attractions and martial qualities which the people could desire in their king; but he also represented their national failings and the inmost defect of their religious life—combining zeal for the religion of Yahweh, and outward conformity to it, with utter want of real heart submission to the Lord and true devotion to Him. If David was the king ‘after God’s own heart,’ Saul was the king after the people’s heart. What they had asked, they obtained; and what they obtained, must fail; and what failed would prepare for what God had intended.”  [Edersheim]
Israel demanded a king like all the nations—exactly as Deut. 17 had foretold!

1Sam 8:5—The people said to Samuel: “You are old, your sons do not walk in your ways—make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” The thing displeased Samuel, he prayed to the Lord. [Do we instinctively pray when problems arise that displease us?]
Deut 17:14—When you come to the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, “I will set a king over me like all the nations that are around me,” you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses.

They didn’t trust the Lord because their lives were out of harmony with Him.

8:7—The Lord: “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day—they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you. Now heed their voice.”

They were weary of God’s government, disliked His too harsh discipline.

There had been a repeated pattern of failure and chaos during the Judges.

Jud 10:6—Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, served the Baals, Ashtoreths, gods of Syria, Sidon, Moab, Ammon, Philistines; they forsook the Lord, did not serve Him. The anger of the Lord was hot against Israel; He sold them into the hands of the Philistines and Ammonites…they harassed, oppressed Israel 18 years.

They vainly tried to avoid this cycle by trusting in a king of their own choosing.

They wanted a king for the wrong reason—to override the Lord’s chastening!


Why  Worship  Idols?
	Serving Idols
	Serving Yahweh

	· Short term benefits
	· Long term benefits

	· Instant gratification
	· Future gratification

	· Immorality approved
	· Morality required

	· Low standards tolerated
	· High standards demanded

	· Neighbors’ sins approved
	· Neighbors’ sins disapproved

	· Visible gods worshipped
	· Unseen God worshipped

	· Selfishness condoned
	· Unselfishness expected

	· Business relations helped
	· Business relations hindered

	· Loose religious practices
	· Strict religious practices

	· Changed life not required
	· Changed life demanded


Samuel warned them how their king would act as his right—He will take:

1. Your sons for his chariots; appoint commanders of 1000s and 50s, some to do his plowing, reap his harvest, make his weapons, equipment for his chariots;

2. Your daughters for perfumers, cooks and bakers;

3. The best of your fields, vineyards, olive groves—give them to his servants;

4. A tenth of your seed, vineyards—give to his officers and servants;

5. Your male and female servants, best young men and donkeys, for his work;

6. A tenth of your flocks; you yourselves will become his servants.  (1Sam 8:11)
They would come to regret it—their decision was based on natural principles!

8:18—“You will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you.” The people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel: “No, but there shall be a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”
Their problems would be solved with a strong leader to win great victories!

Samuel again made no immediate response—he took the matter to the Lord.

8:21—After Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the Lord’s hearing.  The Lord: “Listen to their voice, appoint them a king.” 

Samuel:: “Go every man to his city.”
God often causes us to be ensnared by our own folly when we refuse His counsel.

Samuel’s great work tends to be overshadowed by the greater work of David.

Without Samuel’s leadership and immense spiritual instruction, David’s task would have been almost impossible. Moses had been neglected, the priesthood had become decadent, covetous; the people did every man what was right in his own eyes. After centuries of violence, lust, national declension, the word of the Lord came to Samuel. He symbolized a new Israel to be born through the tribulation of defeat by the Philistines, humiliation by the loss of the ark. Samuel brought the people back to God. [Man David]
Saul—absorbed with the concerns of this life—not accustomed to the Lord’s ways.

9:1—Kish, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power [wealth: Ruth 2:1], but not of the Lord! His son, Saul, an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites—a head taller than any of the others. Kish sent Saul and a servant to look for lost donkeys. They passed through the hill country of Ephraim, lands of Shalishah, Shaalim, Benjamites, Zuph, without finding them.

They came to Ramah in Zuph, Samuel’s city [7:17]—Elkanah was descended from Zuph, and lived in Ramathaim-Zophim [1:1].

Saul comes across as a man who acts impulsively, without due care or planning.

9:5—Saul wanted to return home—they had come away 3 days earlier without proper food or money [v20].  The servant: “There is a man of God in this city, the man is held in honor; all he says surely comes true; perhaps he can tell us about our journey.” It was customary to give the seer a present [1K 14:3]; the servant was prepared with a quarter shekel of silver—Saul had nothing and was not even aware of Samuel!

The ways of providence—an ordinary incident intertwined with divine guidance.

God chose Saul—He gave him special indicators to convince him he was the one.

9:12—Young women addressed him as though he already was an important person;

v15—God told Samuel to anoint Saul as captain/commander [not king] to deliver Israel from the Philistines—he would rule for God—not as a king like the nations;
v19—Saul was to eat with Samuel in the place of honor at the feast that day;

v20—“All the desirable things in Israel would soon be his;”  (RSV)

v22—He was given the chief seat among the 30 notable guests; and

v23—A special portion like that reserved for priests [Lev 7:32]—the best would be his.

Samuel began immediately to prepare Saul for his appointment as king.

9:25—They had much to discuss on the roof of Samuel’s house(Saul was not prepared to rule for the Lord and reform the nation(he was a man in a hurry with the affairs of this life(it was not his habit to pause and consider the ways of the Lord. Samuel went with Saul next morning to “announce to him the word of God.” Then he poured oil on his head, kissed him: “Has not the Lord anointed you ruler over His inheritance?”

He was anointed like a priest (Ex 30:30)—as king he would have equal status.

Saul was given 3 signs to convince him God had chosen him and would help him.

#1—Saul would meet 2 men by Rachel’s tomb in Benjamin.

10:2—When you go from me today, you will find 2 men close to Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; they will say to you, “The donkeys which you went to look for have been found. Your father has ceased to be concerned about the donkeys and is anxious for you, saying, ‘What shall I do about my son?’”
Rachel was buried below Bethel after Benjamin was born (Gen 35:16).

#2—Three men going to Bethel would share their sacrifice with Saul.

10:3—You will go on further as far as the oak of Tabor, 3 men going up to God at Bethel will meet you, one carrying 3 kids, another carrying 3 loaves of bread, another carrying a jug of wine; they will greet you, give you two loaves of bread, which you will accept from their hand. [He was to rule impartially over Israel and Judah.]
Deborah was buried under a terebinth tree at Bethel (Gen 35:8).

#3—Saul would join the prophets coming to meet him from Gibeah.

10:5—Afterward you will come to the hill of God [Gibeah-Elohim, Saul’s city, v11,26] where the Philistine garrison is. You will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with harp, tambourine, flute, lyre…they will be prophesying. The Spirit of the Lord will come upon you mightily, you shall prophesy with them and be changed into another man. It shall be when these signs come to you, do for yourself what the occasion requires [act as a ruler]; for God is with you.

When God calls us to any service He will make us fit for it—if we trust Him.

Saul’s first test of obedience—would he have the faith to wait upon the Lord?

10:8—You shall go down before me to Gilgal; I will come down to you to offer burnt offerings, sacrifice peace offerings. You shall wait 7 days until I come to you and show you what you should do.

Saul failed this test when the time came to attack the Philistines—he took matters into his own hands and acted presumptuously as a king-priest, like the nations.

Saul joined the prophets(affected momentarily—but no lasting change.

10:9—When he turned to leave Samuel, God changed his heart; all those signs came about on that day. When they came to the hill…a group of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came upon him mightily, he prophesied among them. When all who knew him previously saw that he prophesied with the prophets, they said to one another: “What has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”

Spiritual highs at Bible schools should change for good the way we live.

Saul’s uncle was taken back by his actions and queried him.
10:14—Ner: “Where have you been?”  Saul: “Looking for the donkeys, but when we saw they were not to be found, we went to Samuel.”  Ner: “Tell me what Samuel said to you.”  Saul: “He assured us the donkeys had been found.” He did not tell his uncle what Samuel had said about the kingship.  (NIV)
Saul wrestled with the spiritual implications of what it meant to be chosen by God for what appeared to be an impossible task that he was not qualified for.

The people affirmed their final rejection of God as their king.
10:17—Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah: “Thus says the Lord, I brought Israel up from Egypt, I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians, from the power of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you. But you today rejected your God, who delivers you from all your calamities and distresses; you said: ‘No, but set a king over us!’ Now present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and clans.”

They were unmindful of what God had done, and distrusted what He would do.

Samuel confirmed God’s choice of Saul—but he was hiding!
10:20—When Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen… Saul the son of Kish was chosen. When they sought him, he could not be found. They inquired of the Lord: “Has the man come here yet?”  The Lord: “There he is, hidden among the equipment.”

It was not humility—but anxiety about whether he could succeed in his own strength.

God gave them their hearts desire knowing misery and humiliation would follow.

10:24—Samuel: “Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen? There is no one like him among the people.” The people shouted: “Long live the king!” Samuel told the people the ordinances of the kingdom, wrote them in the book, placed it before the Lord.

Saul failed to discern the wisdom of God’s word and inevitably became disobedient.
Saul never allowed God’s law to take control of his mind and heart.

Deut 17:14—When you come to the land the Lord your God is giving you, and say: 
“I will set a king over me like all the nations around me,” you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses. He shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book…it shall be with him, he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, be careful to observe all the words of this law.

This was not the way of the kings whom they wished to imitate—nor Saul’s way.

Reactions were mixed—men who trusted God supported him—others refused.
10:26—Samuel sent all the people away, each one to his house. Saul also went to his house at Gibeah [domestic chores, 11:5]; and the valiant men whose hearts God had touched went with him. But certain worthless men said, “How can this one deliver us?” They despised him, did not bring him any present. Saul kept silent.

Those who didn’t trust the Lord had no confidence Saul could deliver them—he did not seem prepared or capable of leading them as their captain.

Saul delivered Jabesh-Gilead to begin his reign in glory as the Lord’s captain.

11:1—Nahash the Ammonite besieged Jabesh Gilead. Jabesh elders: “Make a treaty with us, we will be subject to you.”  Nahash: “I will make a treaty with you only on the condition that I gouge out the right eye of every one of you [disabled for war], bringing disgrace on all Israel [as weak, cowardly].” Elders: “Give us 7 days so we can send throughout Israel; if no one comes to rescue us, we will surrender to you.”  (NIV)
When faith is weak, we seek covenants with the world rather than trusting the Lord.

When the messengers came to Gibeah all the people wept—except Saul!

11:6—The Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard this news, his anger was greatly aroused. He took a yoke of oxen, cut them in pieces, sent them throughout all of Israel: “Whoever does not go out with Saul and Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to his oxen.” The fear of the Lord fell on the people, they came out with one consent. He numbered them in Bezek: Israel 300,000, Judah 30,000.

Trials and difficulties can bring ecclesial unity when faced in God’s strength.

Nahash was over confident—he expected to invade Israel after defeating Jabesh.

11:9—Tell the men of Jabesh: “Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have help.”  Men of Jabesh: “Tomorrow we will come out to you, you may do with us whatever seems good to you.” Saul put the people in 3 companies; they came into the midst of the camp in the morning watch [before 6 am], killed Ammonites until the heat of the day…those who survived were scattered…no two were left together.

Ammon was humiliated by this crushing defeat—Saul was the new national hero!

Saul was firmly established as king by the victory over Ammon.

11:12—The people: “Who is he that said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring the men, that we may put them to death.”  Saul: “Not a man shall be put to death, this day the Lord has accomplished deliverance in Israel.”  Samuel: “Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom.” All the people went, there they made Saul king before the Lord, offered sacrifices of peace offerings. Saul and all Israel rejoiced greatly.

Saul knew God had given the victory—yet he never learned to trust and obey Him.

Samuel exposed their wrong motives—he challenged them to fault him.

12:2—“I am old, my sons are with you [to account for misdeeds, 8:5]. Bear witness against me before the Lord and His anointed. Whose ox or donkey have I taken, whom have I defrauded or oppressed, from whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes?” The people: “You have not defrauded or oppressed us, or taken anything.”

Samuel: “The Lord is witness against you, His anointed is witness that you have found nothing in my hand.”  The people: “He is witness.”

Despite this, they did not trust the Lord to raise up another judge like him.

Samuel recounted all the faithful leaders the Lord had given them.

12:7—I plead with you of all the righteous acts of the Lord for you, your fathers. When Jacob went into Egypt, your fathers cried to the Lord, He sent Moses and Aaron who brought them out of Egypt, settled them in this place. They forgot the Lord their God. He sold them into the hand of Sisera…Philistines…Moab…they cried to the Lord: “We have sinned, forsaken the Lord, served the Baals, deliver us from our enemies, we will serve Thee.” The Lord sent Jerubbaal, Barak, Jephthah, Samuel, delivered you.
What He has done in the lives of His people is the guarantee of what He will do.

Their enemies would still triumph unless they and their king were faithful to Him.

12:12—When you saw Nahash moving against you, you said: “No, we want a king to rule over us”—though the Lord your God was your king. Here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for—the Lord has set a king over you. If you fear the Lord, serve and obey him; if you and the king follow the Lord your God… but if you do not obey the Lord, if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your fathers.  (NIV)

I gave you a king in My anger, and took him away in My wrath [Hosea 13:9].

Samuel called upon the Lord to demonstrate His power as Moses had done.

12:16—Stand still, see this great thing the Lord is about to do before your eyes! Is it not wheat harvest? I will call upon the Lord to send thunder and rain. You will realize what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the Lord when you asked for a king [with wrong motives]. That day the Lord sent thunder and rain. All the people stood in awe of the Lord and Samuel.  The people: “Pray to the Lord your God for your servants that we die not, for we have added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king.”  (NIV)

Only the “still small voice” of God’s word can develop lasting faith and obedience.

If you and your king act like the other nations they will destroy you.

12:20—Do not be afraid [don’t despair], you have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor rescue you. For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people. Far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. I will teach you the right way. 

Be sure to fear the Lord, serve him faithfully with all your heart. Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be swept away.  (NIV)

We sin against God when we take offense and fail to pray for each other.

Jonathan smote the Philistine garrison at Geba to rally the men of Israel.

13:2—Saul chose for himself 3000 men of Israel, 2000 with Saul in Michmash, 1000 with Jonathan at Gibeah. Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines in Geba; the Philistines heard of it. Saul blew the trumpet throughout the land: “Let the Hebrews hear.” All Israel heard that Saul had smitten the garrison of the Philistines; Israel had become odious to them. The people were then summoned to Saul at Gilgal.
Jonathan courageously took the initiative in God’s strength—Saul took the credit!

The Philistines responded with massive force—Saul’s men deserted in droves.

13:5—The Philistines assembled to fight Israel with 3000 chariots, 6000 charioteers, soldiers as numerous as sand on the seashore. They went up, camped at Michmash, east of Beth Aven. When the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical, their army hard pressed, they hid in caves, thickets, among the rocks, in pits, cisterns. Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to Gad and Gilead.  (NIV)

Faith needs to be in place and well grounded before life’s trials come upon us.

Saul was severely tested—he had not learned to trust the Lord and wait upon Him.

13:7—Saul remained at Gilgal, all the troops with him were quaking with fear. He waited 7 days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come. Saul’s men began to scatter [only 600 unarmed men remained, v15,22].  Saul: “Bring me the burnt offering and fellowship offerings.” Saul offered up the burnt offering. Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived; Saul went out to greet him.  (NIV)

Faith tested by fire and proven genuine is more precious than gold.

Saul lacked genuine faith—he failed to obey and lost the kingdom.

13:11—Samuel: “What have you done?”  Saul: “When I saw the men scattering, you did not come at the set time, the Philistines were assembling at Michmash, I thought, ‘I have not sought the Lord’s favor’, I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.”

Samuel: “You acted foolishly. You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you—if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. Now your kingdom will not endure [Jonathan would not succeed him]; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart, appointed him leader of his people.”  (NIV)
Saul’s surface religion mirrored the state of the nation’s religion.

1. He went to Gilgal to offer sacrifice—yet presumed to do it his own way [Cain].
2. He began by trusting Yahweh—then acted alone when his men deserted him.

3. He waited so long for Samuel—then blamed him for his disobedience [Adam].
4. His excuse for disobeying God’s command was concern for His favor.

5. He laid great stress on the external performance of religion—without regard for the inward condition and intent of the heart and will.

Jonathan again demonstrated his great faith—in contrast to Saul’s lack of faith.

14:1—Jonathan to armor bearer: “Come, let us cross over to the Philistines’ garrison,” but he did not tell his father. Between the passes there was a sharp crag on the one side, Bozez [surpassing white, fine linen], and the other Seneh [thorny, the burning bush]. One crag rose on the north opposite Michmash, the other on the south opposite Geba.

Jonathan: “Let us cross to these uncircumcised; perhaps the Lord will work for us, He is not restrained to save by many or by few.”  Armor-bearer: “Do all you have in mind, 

I am with you” [I trust you completely].
Jonathan was operating by faith in God’s strength and again acted apart from Saul.

Jonathan acted only at the Lord’s direction—conscious of His presence.

14:8—Jonathan: “Let them see us. If they say: ‘Wait until we come to you,’ we will stay where we are. If they say: ‘Come up to us,’ that will be our sign the Lord has given them into our hands.”  Philistines: “Come up to us, we’ll teach you a lesson.”  Jonathan: “Climb up after me; the Lord has given them into the hand of Israel.” Philistines fell before Jonathan, his armor-bearer killed behind him, some 20 men. Panic struck the whole army—the ground shook.  (NIV)
One routs 1000, the Lord your God fights for you, as He promised. [Josh 23:10]

Saul approached the Lord—then went ahead without waiting for His answer.

14:16—Saul’s watchmen in Gibeah saw the multitude melt away.  Saul: “Number and see who has gone.” Jonathan and his armor bearer were not there.  Saul: “Bring the ark [LXX: ephod, v3]”…Commotion in the camp of the Philistines increased.  Saul: “Withdraw your hand .” Saul and the men rallied, came to the battle—every man’s sword against his fellow, great confusion. The Lord delivered Israel that day.
Saul rushed in to take over what the Lord and Jonathan had already done!

Saul sensed a great victory—he drove his men without nourishment.

14:24—The men of Israel were distressed—Saul had placed them under oath: “Cursed is the man who eats any food until evening, before I have taken vengeance on my enemies.” None of the people tasted food.  Jonathan had not heard the oath: “My father has troubled the land. Look how my countenance has brightened because I tasted a little of this honey. How much better if the people had eaten freely today of the spoil! Would there not have been a much greater slaughter among the Philistines?”
Saul’s religion was mere superstition which he used to control his men.

Saul led the people into sin by his rash and foolish oath.

14:31—They struck the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon [18 miles]; the people were very weary. They rushed greedily upon the spoil, took sheep, oxen, calves, slew them on the ground; ate with the blood.  Saul: “You have acted treacherously; roll a great stone to me; each of you bring me his ox, sheep, slaughter it here; do not sin against the Lord by eating with the blood.”

Saul was fearful about violating rituals—but that was the extent of his religion.

Saul offered sacrifice—but quickly returned to trusting in his own strength.

14:35—Saul built an altar; the first he built to the Lord.  Saul: “Let us go down after the Philistines by night [no sleep], take spoil of them until the morning light, not leave a man of them.”  Ahijah: “Let us draw near to God.”  Saul: “Shall I go down after the Philistines? Wilt Thou give them into the hand of Israel?” But God did not answer him that day.  Saul: “Investigate, see how this sin has happened. As the Lord lives, who delivers Israel, though it is in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.”
Saul would readily have killed his son—Jonathan was the man Saul could never be.

Saul would appease God’s wrath by the life of their deliverer.
14:40—Saul: “You be on one side, I and Jonathan the other.” Jonathan and Saul were taken.  Saul: “Cast lots between us.” Jonathan was taken.  Jonathan: “I tasted a little honey…I must die!”  Saul: “You shall surely die, Jonathan.”  People: “Must Jonathan die, who has brought about this great deliverance in Israel? As the Lord lives, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground, he has worked with God this day.” Saul went up from pursuing the Philistines, they went to their own place.
Saul had no concept of working with God—he had prevented a complete victory.

Saul was a great natural warrior king—but never learned the ways of Yahweh.

14:47—Saul had taken the kingdom over Israel [secured throne], fought against all his enemies on every side: Moab, Ammon, Edom, Zobah, Philistines. He acted valiantly, defeated the Amalekites, delivered Israel from those who plundered them. Saul’s sons: Jonathan, Ishvi, Malchishua; his daughters: Merab, Michal; his wife: Ahinoam; 

the captain of his army: Abner. The war against the Philistines was severe all the days 

of Saul; when he saw any mighty, valiant man, he attached him to his staff.

His prosperity at home, abroad contrasts sharply with his sudden fall and rejection.

The Amalekites were implacable enemies—Saul is told to destroy them utterly.

15:1—Samuel: “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His people Israel. Now heed the voice of the Lord of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. Go, attack Amalek; utterly destroy all that they have; do not spare them; kill man, woman, infant, nursing child, ox, sheep, camel, donkey.’”

Destroy sin in our lives during periods of strength—or it will destroy us when weak.

Amalek can only get us when our faith is weak and we tire of the Lord’s discipline.

Dt 25:17—Remember what Amalek did to you when you came out from Egypt, how he attacked among you all the stragglers at your rear when you were faint and weary; he did not fear God. When the Lord your God has given you rest from all your enemies, in the land which He gives you as an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you must not forget.

“Yahweh has sworn: He will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”

Saul outgrew God’s word—he altered it to fit the occasion.
15:4—Saul, with 200,000 foot soldiers, 10,000 of Judah [30,000, 11:8], came to the city of Amalek; set an ambush in the valley; told Kenites: “Go from among the Amalekites, you showed kindness to Israel when they came up from Egypt.” Saul defeated the Amalekites, from Havilah [near Arabia] to Shur, east of Egypt. Saul and the people spared Agag, best of the sheep, oxen, fatlings, lambs, all that was good, were not willing to destroy them utterly; everything despised, worthless, they utterly destroyed.

Saul honored himself, not God—spared what was pleasing, devoted what was not.

As a parent grieves for a wayward son, the Lord grieved for Saul’s failure as king.

15:10—The word of the Lord came to Samuel: “I regret that I have made Saul king, he has turned back from following Me, and has not carried out My commands.” Samuel was distressed, cried out to the Lord all night.
A parent may recognize character traits that will lead to failure—it still causes great grief and heartache when it happens. Samuel was concerned for the future of Israel and pleaded that a way might be found to redeem Saul and spare the nation.

Saul set up a monument of his great victory for himself.

15:12—When Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul, he was told: “Saul went to Carmel, set up a monument for himself; he has gone on around, passed by, gone down to Gilgal.” Samuel went to Saul.  Saul: “Blessed are you of the Lord! I have performed the commandment of the Lord.”  Samuel: “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen I hear?”

It appears Saul deliberately tried to avoid Samuel—then claimed he had obeyed!

Saul turned things around—the treachery, deceitfulness of the natural heart.

15:15—Saul: “The people spared the best of the sheep, oxen, to sacrifice to the Lord your God; the rest we utterly destroyed.”  Samuel: “Be quiet! I will tell you what the Lord said last night. When you were little in your own eyes, the Lord anointed you king over Israel? The Lord sent you on a mission: ‘Go, utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, until they are consumed.’ Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?”

The victory had been made to serve Saul’s covetousness, not God’s glory.

Saul refused to admit he had altered the Word.

15:20—Saul: “I did obey the voice of the Lord [as he thought best], went on the mission on which the Lord sent me, brought back Agag king of Amalek, utterly destroyed the Amalekites. The people took some of the spoil [covetousness], sheep, oxen, the choicest of the things devoted to destruction [which therefore could not rightfully be offered], to sacrifice to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”

Saul excused his failure to obey by a pretense of offering sacrifice, like Cain.

Sacrifice without obedience avails nothing.

15:22—Samuel: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, to heed than the fat of rams. Rebellion is as [leads to] the sin of witchcraft [divination]; stubbornness [arrogance] as [leads to] iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he also has rejected you from being king.”

It’s much easier to bring an offering than to bring every thought into obedience and our will into subjection to His will.

God wants simple obedience from the heart—not empty ritual.
Ps 51:17—The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart.  (NIV)
Isa 1:13—Bring no more futile sacrifices. I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting…your many prayers, I will not hear. Cease to do evil, learn to do good.  

Hos 6:6—I desire mercy [checed: steadfast love, loyalty, goodness, kindness], not sacrifice; the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

Micah 6:7—Is the Lord pleased with 1000s of rams, 10,000 rivers of oil?…He has shown what He requires: do justly, love mercy [checed], walk humbly with your God.

Saul was concerned for his loss of face with the people if Samuel disowned him.

15:24—Saul: “I have sinned, transgressed the command of the Lord; I feared the people, listened to their voice. Pardon my sin, return with me, that I may worship the Lord.”  Samuel: “I will not; you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you from being king over Israel.” Samuel turned to go, Saul seized his robe, it tore. Samuel: “The Lord has torn the kingdom from you today, given it to your neighbor who is better than you. The Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind.”

Saul never learned to do what is right and trust God to control the situation.
Jonathan now knew for certain that he would not succeed his father.

Saul’s confession of wrong doing was shallow and self-serving.

15:30—Saul: “I have sinned; please honor me now before my people; go back with me, that I may worship the Lord your God.” Samuel went back.  Samuel: “Bring me Agag… As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless.” Samuel hewed Agag to pieces before the Lord at Gilgal. Samuel went to Ramah, Saul to Gibeah. Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death; he grieved over Saul. The Lord regretted He had made Saul king.

Saul was the Lord’s anointed—He would dispose of him in His own good time.

Saul was not a bad man according to human standards of action. He was a bad man according to the divine standard. He disobeyed from motives which the merely natural man would consider to be good. He did not recognize the divine will as the rule of action, but acted from human impression of what was nice, convenient, useful; which is all very well where the divine will has not prescribed or prohibited, but is the reverse where God has commanded. The first ingredient of goodness towards God is obedience, springing from knowledge which generates love and fear.  [Visible Hand]
Samuel was concerned for the nation—but the future king had been provided.

16:1—The Lord: “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. I have provided Myself a king among his sons.”  Samuel: “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” (Saul’s violence to those who opposed him was well known.)  

The Lord: “Take a heifer with you, say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’”

An open proclamation of David would have brought Saul’s sword down of Bethlehem.

God uses deception to defeat attempts by the wicked to oppose His plan [2Thes 2:11].

The new king would be the Lord’s choice—not the peoples choice.

16:4—Samuel went to Bethlehem, the elders trembled.  Samuel: “I have come peaceably to sacrifice to the Lord. He sanctified Jesse, his sons, invited them to the sacrifice. He looked at Eliab: “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him.”  The Lord: “Do not look at his appearance, I have refused him. The Lord does not see as man sees; man looks at the outward appearance, the Lord looks at the heart.” Jesse made 7 sons pass.  Samuel: “The Lord has not chosen these.”

He knows our hearts and motives—whether we will do His work in His strength.

The very next king the people chose was Absalom—a man like Saul with great outward appearance, but without the spiritual heart and mind of his father David.
It’s a warning to every ecclesia to be sure to select leaders from among brethren who have the Word richly embedded in their minds and thought processes, and to recognize the natural tendency is to acquire leaders who say and do what the flesh finds pleasing.
David was anointed to replace Saul—a long period of discipline lay ahead.

16:11—Samuel: “Are these all the sons?”  Jesse: “There remains yet the youngest… tending the sheep.”  Samuel: “Send and bring him; we will not sit down until he comes”… He was ruddy, beautiful eyes, handsome appearance.  The Lord: “Arise, anoint him; this is he.” Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him [from among] his brothers; the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.

God’s choice of David over all others was vindicated when Goliath fell, and the nation witnessed his spiritual credentials. But he would be trained by adversity to be the Lord’s king, ruling in His strength.

Saul never learned to work with the Lord—He would no longer work with him.

16:14—The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, a distressing spirit from the Lord troubled him.  Servants: “Command us to seek out a skillful player on the harp; he will play when the distressing spirit from God is upon you and you shall be well.”  Saul: “Provide me now a man who can play well.”  Servant: “I have seen a son of Jesse, skillful in playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, a handsome person; the Lord is with him.”

A deep, brooding melancholia settled upon Saul like an oppressive stifling disease— brought about by unrepentant disobedience and separation from God.

The Lord was with David.

A man with such a reputation and potential had within him the power to do great good or fearful evil. Self-esteem would have brought self-destruction—humility and the hand of God could bring boundless blessing. Much would depend upon whether it could be said throughout his experiences: “The Lord is with him.” It is to David’s everlasting credit, despite the tempest of life and the bitterness of sin, that at the end the Lord said to him: “I have been with you wherever you have gone” (1Chr 17:8).  [Man David]
The young king was introduced to the affairs of state and the ways of the court.

16:19—Saul: “Send me your son David, who is with the sheep.” Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine, a young goat; David brought them to Saul, he loved him greatly, made him his armorbearer. Whenever the spirit from God was upon Saul, David would play a harp [his early psalms?]. Saul would become refreshed and well, and the distressing spirit would depart from him.

Music alone was no lasting remedy—only forgiveness by repentance can cure sin.

Goliath challenged Saul and all Israel 80 times in 40 days!

17:4—A champion went out from the camp of the Philistines.  Goliath: “Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. If I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants. I defy the armies of Israel; give me a man, that we may fight together.” When Saul and all Israel heard these words, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.

“How could one chase 1000, and two put 10,000 to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, and the Lord had given them up?” [Deut 32:30]

Saul’s stature had shriveled.

There was a hollow ring now to their earlier words: “No, but we will have a king over us, that we may be like all the nations, that our king may go out before us, fight our battles” (8:19). Where now was the king? Even the mighty among the troops, Abner and the rest, felt no urge to take up the challenge. David’s brethren quivered in silence with their fellow soldiers, shuddered at the taunt of the giant.  [Man David]
Jonathan knew that the Lord had chosen another leader to deliver His people.
13:14—Samuel: “Now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.”
15:28—Samuel: “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.”
Jonathan waited in faith to see the neighbor [from Judah] that Yahweh had chosen to take his place.

Saul promised great honors to whoever would defeat Goliath.

17:25—“The man who kills him the king will [1] enrich with great riches, [2] give him his daughter, and [3] give his father’s house exemption from taxes in Israel.”

These were extravagant gifts and indicate the terror which gripped Saul and his men. But once the crisis past, and his envy was aroused, Saul was not a man of his word.

Saul had no real concept of fighting in the Lord’s strength.

17:32—David: “Let no man’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.”  Saul: “You are not able to go; you are a youth.”  David: “The Lord, who delivered me from the lion and bear, will deliver me from this Philistine.” Saul: “Go, and the Lord be with you!” He clothed David with his armor, put a bronze helmet on his head; clothed him with a coat of mail. David: “I cannot walk with these, I have not tested them.”

David would not fight flesh with flesh—but clothed in the armor of faith.

The young king had no hesitation—the Lord had delivered him and would again!
17:40—He took his staff, 5 smooth stones in a shepherd’s bag, his sling, drew near. Goliath: “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” He cursed David by his gods. David: “You come to me with a sword, spear, javelin. I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you defied. He will deliver you into my hand; I will take your head from you. The battle is the Lord’s.”

David was consciously dependent upon the Lord—it would be His victory.

Jonathan and David were immediately bound by a common faith and courage.

18:1—When David finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David; Jonathan loved him as himself [despite generation gap]. Saul took him that day, did not let him return to his father’s house. Jonathan made a covenant with David, stripped himself of his robe, gave it to David, with his armor: sword, bow, belt.

The covenant—David pledged to spare Jonathan and his family [20:14-16].

Jonathan pledged his loyalty to David—accepting he would reign in his place.

Saul’s envy and hatred of David was in stark contrast with Jonathan’s selfless love.

18:5—Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so successfully that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the people, and Saul’s officers as well. When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns to meet King Saul with singing, dancing, joyful songs, tambourines, lutes: “Saul has slain 1000’s, David 10,000’s.” Saul was very angry: “What more can he get but the kingdom?” From that time Saul kept a jealous eye on David. (NIV)
The people meant no slur on Saul—but it kindled in him deep, revengeful envy.

Saul’s depression was linked to his losing the Spirit and his envy of David.
18:10—Next day an evil spirit from God came mightily upon Saul; he raved in the house, while David was playing the harp. Saul hurled the spear. David escaped twice. Saul was afraid of David, the Lord was with him, had departed from Saul. Saul removed him from his presence, made him commander of 1000. David was prospering in all his ways. Saul dreaded him. All Israel loved David, he led their campaigns.
Saul became increasingly embittered with every failed attempt to kill David.

Saul promised Merab to David—but failed again to keep his word.

18:17—Saul: “Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give her to you as a wife. Only be valiant for me, fight the Lord’s battles.”  He thought: “Let my hand not be against him, let the hand of the Philistines be against him.”  David: “Who am I, what is my life or my father’s family in Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the king?” At the time Merab, should have been given to David, she was given to Adriel the Meholathite.

David retained his sense of smallness, lowly station before God, to the end of his life.

Saul deviously attempted again to entrap David.
18:20—Michal loved David.  Saul commanded his servants: “Speak to David secretly: The king delights in you, all his servants love you; become the king’s son-in-law. The king does not desire any dowry but 100 foreskins of the Philistines, to take vengeance on the king’s enemies.” Saul planned to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines.
Saul was consumed by envy of David’s success and obsessed with hatred.

Saul’s murderous intent only added to David’s success.

18:26—Before the days expired, David and his men struck down 200 Philistines, brought their foreskins to Saul. He gave him Michal for a wife. When Saul knew the Lord was with David, and Michal loved him, he was even more afraid of David and was his enemy continually. When the Philistines went out to battle, David behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul; his name was highly esteemed.

Divine providence would never allow Saul’s scheming to prevail against David.

Saul no longer concealed his intent—the order was given to kill David!

19:1—Saul told Jonathan and all his servants to put David to death; but Jonathan, greatly delighted in David.  Jonathan: “My father is seeking to put you to death; be on guard in the morning, stay in a secret place, hide yourself. I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are; I will speak with my father about you; if I find out anything, I shall tell you.”

Jonathan had readily accepted the will of the Lord—Saul never would.

Jonathan’s outstanding courage, his self-denial for David, is faith in action.

19:4—Jonathan spoke well of David to his father: “Do not let the king sin against his servant David; he has not sinned against you. He took his life in his hand, struck the Philistine, the Lord brought about a great deliverance for all Israel; you saw it, rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood, by putting David to death without a cause?”  Saul vowed: “As the Lord lives, he shall not be put to death.” Jonathan told David, brought him to Saul, he was in his presence as formerly.
Saul’s oath was soon forgotten—his envy and hatred prevailed over it.

Saul’s bitter jealousy flared again with David’s next success in battle.

19:8—There was war again; David went out, fought with the Philistines, defeated them with great slaughter, they fled before him. An evil spirit from the Lord came upon Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand [5x: 18:10; 20:33; 22:6; 26:7]; David was playing the harp; Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away out of Saul’s presence. David fled and escaped that night.

David was learning to render good for evil and trust the Lord for his safety.

Michal convinced David that Saul was determined to kill him.

19:11—Saul sent messengers to David’s house.  Michal: “If you do not save your life tonight, tomorrow you will be put to death.” She let David down through a window; laid the household idol on the bed, goats’ hair at its head, covered with clothes. Saul sent to take David.  Michal: “He is sick.”  Saul: “Bring him up to me on his bed, that I may put him to death.” They found the idol on the bed.  Saul: “Why have you let my enemy go?” Michal: “He said: ‘Let me go! Why should I put you to death?’”

“Save me from men of bloodshed…I will sing of Your mercy in the morning.” [Ps 59]

David fled to Samuel at Ramah to escape Saul’s desperate anger.

19:18—David told him all Saul had done to him. They stayed in Naioth [dwellings]. It was told Saul; he sent messengers to take David [3 times], but when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, with Samuel presiding, the Spirit of God came upon them, they also prophesied. Saul went to Naioth, the Spirit of God came upon him; he stripped off his [outer] clothes, prophesied before Samuel, lay down all day, night [allowing David to escape].
The Lord wants lasting change in our lives—not the Saul type that fades quickly.

When Saul returned home after prophesying, he returned to his old ways.

Saul’s conscience could be awakened when he was in the midst of intensely spiritual people—breathing as it were in the Deity’s moral atmosphere of the Word. But it did not last. Saul could be influenced for good, but he did not have the strength of character to direct his life in Godly ways without relying on others. He could be led in right ways but he could not sustain it when apart from the ecclesia. He never learned to rely on the power and comfort of the Word, and to pray in every situation for God’s help.

Jonathan attributed Saul’s angry outbursts to temporary madness.

20:1—David: “What have I done? What is my iniquity before your father, that he seeks my life?”  Jonathan: “You shall not die! My father will do nothing without first telling me. Why should my father hide this thing from me? It is not so!”  David: “Your father knows that I have found favor in your eyes; he has said: ‘Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.’ As the Lord lives, there is but a step between me and death.” Jonathan: “Whatever you yourself desire, I will do it for you.”

Jonathan would try again to persuade his father that David was his loyal servant.

Was Saul determined to kill David when in his right mind?

20:5—David: “Tomorrow is New Moon, I should not fail to sit with the king. Let me hide in the field until the 3rd day. If your father misses me, say: ‘David asked to run to Bethlehem for a yearly sacrifice for all the family.’ If he says: ‘It is well,’ your servant will be safe. If he is very angry, be sure that evil is determined by him.”  Jonathan: “If I knew certainly that evil was determined by my father, would I not tell you?”

“Fierce men conspire against me for no offense or sin of mine, O Lord.” [Ps 59]

Jonathan knew the throne was David’s—he pleaded for the safety of his family.

20:10—David: “Who will tell me if your father answers roughly?”  Jonathan: “If it pleases my father to do you evil, I will send you away in safety. The Lord be with you as He has been with my father. You shall not only show me the kindness of the Lord while I still live, that I may not die; but you shall not cut off your kindness from my house forever, when the Lord has cut off every one of the enemies of David.” Jonathan again caused David to vow, because he loved him as his own soul.
Gentile monarchs exterminated the entire family of a rival—Jonathan trusted David.

The test was arranged—Jonathan would confront his father.

20:18—Jonathan: “Tomorrow is New Moon; you will be missed, your seat will be empty. When you have stayed 3 days, go down quickly, remain by the stone Ezel [departure]. I will shoot 3 arrows, send a lad: ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I expressly say: ‘the arrows are on this side of you; get them and come’—there is safety for you and no harm. But if I say: ‘the arrows are beyond you’—go your way, the Lord has sent you away. The Lord be between you and me forever.”

Both men loved the Lord and trusted absolutely His direction of their lives.

Jonathan’s worst fears were realized—Saul’s madness had turned murderous.

20:27—Saul: “Why has the son of Jesse [not David] not come yesterday or today?”
Jonathan: “David earnestly asked to go to Bethlehem, his family has a sacrifice there, his brother commanded him to be there.”  Saul’s anger was aroused: “You son of a perverse, rebellious woman [had she accepted God’s choice of David?]. Do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame. As long as he lives, you shall not be established, nor your kingdom. Bring him to me, he shall surely die.”

Jonathan could either join Saul to destroy David—or accept the Lord’s will and give up the kingdom to his beloved friend.

In his jealous rage, Saul was again ready to kill Jonathan.

20:32—Jonathan: “Why should he be killed?”  Saul cast a spear to kill Jonathan, by which he knew Saul was determined to kill David. Jonathan arose in fierce anger, grieved for David. In the morning, he and a lad went to the field.
Jonathan: “Is not the arrow beyond you? Make haste, hurry, do not delay.” David arose, they kissed one another [rea], wept together [rea: neighbor, friend, companion].  Jonathan: “Go in peace, we have both sworn in the name of the Lord: ‘May the Lord be between you and me, and our descendants forever.’”

Their friendship would be renewed for eternity in the joys of the future age.

Have you never read what David did when he was in need and hungry? [Mk 2:25]
21:1—David came to Nob [near Jerusalem] to Ahimelech the priest who came trembling to meet him: “Why are you alone?”  David: “The king commissioned me: ‘Let no one know about the matter.’ I sent the young men to a certain place. Give me 5 loaves of bread.”  Ahimelech: “There is consecrated bread; if the men have kept themselves from women.”  David: “The vessels of the men were holy.”

The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath—in times of need the ritual gave way to higher good (circumcision, priests in temple, animal rescue, healing).

The Sabbath spirit was more highly observed with acts of compassion and goodness.

David may have tried to shield Ahimelech from a charge of complicity by Doeg.

21:7—A servant of Saul was there that day, detained before the Lord—Doeg the Edomite, chief of Saul’s shepherds.  David: “Is there a spear or sword? I brought neither, the king’s matter was urgent.”  Ahimelech: “The sword of Goliath is behind the ephod; take it.”  David: “There is none like it; give it to me.” David fled that day from Saul, went to Achish king of Gath.

David was now an outlaw—no one in Israel could provide him safety.

David expected to be welcomed as a valued defector by Achish.

21:11—Servants of Achish: “Is this not David the king of the land? Did they not sing: ‘Saul has slain his 1000’s, David his 10,000’s’?” David greatly feared Achish, acted insanely, scribbled on the doors of the gate, let his saliva run down into his beard. Achish: “You see the man behaving as a madman. Why do you bring him to me?”
In God I have put my trust…You have delivered my soul from death. [Ps 56]

This poor man cried, the Lord heard him, saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, delivers them. [Ps 34]
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Many were disillusioned with Saul’s leadership, embittered by his confiscations.

22:1—David escaped to the cave of Adullam [near Bethlehem]. His brothers, father’s household went to him; 400 in distress, debt, discontented, gathered to him, he became their leader. David went to Mizpah in Moab to the king: “Let my father, mother stay with you until I learn what God will do for me” [Jesse’s grandmother was Ruth].  Prophet Gad: “Return to Judah.” David went to the forest of Hereth. (NIV)
“O Lord, deliver me from my persecutors, they are too strong for me.” [Ps 142]

“Those who seek my life to destroy it, shall fall by the sword.” [Ps 63]

Go back to Judah!  The servant of God is not permitted a quiet exile awaiting his call to the throne. He is called to a life of involvement, conflict, tribulation, pressure, temptation, that his character might be exercised and purified, that he might develop a depth and maturity of godliness, that he might learn to be in the world but not of it, that he might be fit to rule with God. Self-control, forgiveness, longsuffering, patience, can only be understood and developed under trial.

Ps 119:67—Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word. It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.

Saul was paranoid—he accused all of conspiring against him.

22:6—Saul was seated under the tamarisk tree on the hill at Gibeah, spear in hand, all his officials standing around him.  Saul: “Listen, men of Benjamin! Will the son of Jesse give you fields, vineyards? [he had bought their loyalty with confiscated lands]. Will he make you commanders of 1000’s and 100’s? Is that why you have all conspired against me? No one tells me when my son makes a covenant with the son of Jesse, inciting him to lie in wait for me.”  (NIV)
Saul accused David of rebellion and conspiracy to justify his own evil intent.

Doeg implied a conspiracy by the priests to deflect suspicion and ingratiate himself.

22:9—Doeg the Edomite: “I saw David come to Ahimelech at Nob. He inquired of the Lord for him, gave him provisions, Goliath’s sword.” Saul sent for Ahimelech, his father’s whole family.  Saul: “Why have you and the son of Jesse conspired against me, giving him bread, a sword, inquiring of God for him, so he rebelled against me?” Ahimelech: “Who of your servants is as loyal as David, the king’s son-in-law, captain of your bodyguard, highly respected in your household? Was that the first time I inquired of God for him? Your servant knows nothing about this.” (NIV)
Your tongue devises destruction, like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. [Ps 52]

Saul massacred the priests—he was a true Benjamite—a ravenous wolf!

22:16—Saul: “You will surely die, Ahimelech, you and your father’s whole family.” He ordered the guards: “Turn and kill the priests of the Lord, because they sided with David. They knew he was fleeing, yet they did not tell me.” The king’s officials were not willing to raise a hand to strike the priests of the Lord.  Saul ordered Doeg: “You turn and strike down the priests.” Doeg killed 85. He put to the sword Nob, with its men, women, children, infants, cattle, donkeys, sheep. [yet Saul had spared Agag!]  (NIV)
God shall likewise destroy you forever; uproot you from the land of the living. [Ps 52]
No priests would intercede for Saul’s men at Gilboa against the Philistines. [Dt 20]

Saul drove Abiathar to David—with an ephod to inquire of Yahweh [23:6].
22:20—Abiathar, son of Ahimelech, escaped, fled to join David. He told David Saul had killed the priests of the Lord.  David: “That day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, I knew he would be sure to tell Saul. I am responsible for the death of your father’s whole family. Stay with me; don’t be afraid; the man who is seeking your life is seeking mine also. You will be safe with me.”  (NIV)

2:29—You [Eli] honor your sons more than Me…I will cut off your father’s house.

My soul trusts in You; in the shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge. [Ps 57]

David saved Keilah—his men acquired provisions and learned to trust him.

23:1—David was told: “Philistines are fighting Keilah, plundering threshing floors.” David inquired: “Shall I attack these Philistines?”  The Lord: “Attack the Philistines, deliver Keilah.”  David’s men: “We are afraid here in Judah; how much more if we go against the Philistines?” David inquired again.  The Lord: “Go to Keilah, I will give the Philistines into your hand.” David, his men, fought the Philistines, led away livestock, struck them with a great slaughter, delivered Keilah.

I trust in You, Lord; my times are in Your hand; deliver me from my enemies. [Ps 31]

Saul wrongly assumed the Lord had aided his paranoid pursuit of David.

23:7—Saul: “God has delivered him into my hand, he shut himself in a city” [which the Lord had told David to deliver]. Saul summoned all the men of war to go to Keilah.  David to Abiathar: “Bring the ephod.”—“O Yahweh Elohim of Israel, thy servant has heard Saul is seeking to destroy the city on my account [like Nob]. Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down?”  The Lord: “He will come down; they will surrender you.” David, his 600 men [1Chr 12], departed.

You saw my affliction, my anguish, have not handed me over to the enemy. [Ps 31]

Jonathan knew Saul could not prevail—he went to strengthen David’s hand in God.

23:14—David stayed in the mountain heights in the wilderness of Ziph; Saul sought him every day; God did not deliver him into his hand.  Jonathan went to David, encouraged him in God: “Do not be afraid, my father shall not find you; you will be king over Israel, I will be next to you; my father knows that.” They made a covenant before the Lord; David stayed in the woods, Jonathan went to his [Saul’s] house.

Jonathan not only accepted the Lord’s choice of David to replace him, but took the initiative to bolster David’s lagging faith and confidence in Yahweh.

The men of Judah betrayed David by offering to deliver him to Saul.

23:19—Ziphites came to Saul: “Is David not hiding with us on the hill of Hachilah? Come down, our part shall be to surrender him into the king's hand.”  Saul: “May you be blessed of the Lord; you have had compassion on me. [The Lord was near in his mouth, but far from his heart.] Go now, make more sure, investigate, see his place where his haunt is; I am told he is very cunning; return to me with certainty; I will go with you; if he is in the land I will search him out among the 1000’s of Judah.”

“Oppressors have sought after my life; they have not set God before them.” [Ps 54]

Saul, guided by the Ziphites, closed in on David.

23:24—David and his men were in the south desert of Maon. Saul and his men went to seek him. Saul went on one side of the mountain; David on the other. David was hurrying to get away; Saul and his men were surrounding him. A messenger came to Saul: “Hurry, come, the Philistines have made a raid on the land.” Saul returned from pursuing David, went to meet the Philistines; they called that place the Rock of Escape. David went up from there, stayed in strongholds of Engedi [at Dead Sea].
“God is my helper…He will repay my enemies for their evil.” [Ps 54]

Saul and David were each urged by their men to destroy the other.

24:1—Saul’s men: “David is in the wilderness of Engedi.” He took 3000 chosen men from all Israel, went to seek David. He went into a cave there. David was in the innermost parts.  David’s men: “Here is the day the Lord said to you: ‘I will give your enemy into your hand, you shall do to him as it seems good to you’.” David stealthily cut off the edge of Saul’s robe—afterward his heart smote him.  David: “The Lord forbid I should put forth my hand against the Lord’s anointed.” David persuaded his men, did not let them attack Saul. (RSV)

David signaled Saul’s kingdom was cut off—but held back from avenging himself.

The men owing allegiance to Saul plotted to keep their privileged positions.

24:7—Saul left the cave.  David called out: “My lord the king!” David bowed with his face to the earth, and did obeisance.  David: “Why do you listen to men who say, ‘David seeks your hurt? The Lord gave you today into my hand; some bade me kill you, but I spared you; I will not put forth my hand against my lord, the Lord’s anointed. See, my father, the skirt of your robe in my hand, but I did not kill you; there is no treason in my hands, though you hunt my life to take it!”  (RSV)
Saul had no root of godliness within himself and was easily dissuaded by his men.

We need to be cautious in discerning the Lord’s hand in our affairs.

23:7—Saul: “God has delivered him into my hand [at Keilah].”

24:10—David: “The Lord delivered you into my hand.”

26:8—Abishai: “God has delivered your enemy into your hand.”
“Every opportunity to attain our aims may not be a sign of God’s approval. Right evaluation depends on a thorough knowledge of the commands and principles of God which can only be gained from His word. What we perceive as God’s approval may actually be a test of our faith and patience to wait upon the Lord in His own time.”

Ways of providence can never be interpreted in conflict with doing right things.

A good opportunity is no justification for doing anything if it be wrong by any of the laws of God. In judging of His will in our affairs we may be sure it is not His will that we should in any circumstance do what He has forbidden, or leave undone what He has commanded. Our safety lies in making ourselves constantly familiar with His commandments. By this we shall be protected from false interpretations of ‘providence’, and enabled to walk wisely in all the changing phases of life.  [Ways of Providence]
David’s humility was genuine—Saul was his lord, his king; he was but a dog, a flea.

24:12—“May the Lord judge between you and me, may the Lord avenge me on you; but my hand shall not be against you. As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes forth wickedness;’ but my hand shall not be against you. [I will not react out of wickedness.] After whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom are you pursuing? A dead dog, a single flea? The Lord judge between you and me; may He see and deliver me from your hand.”

Saul’s behavior betrayed his character(David was very critical on this occasion.

Saul was momentarily moved by David’s appeal to abandon his murderous intent.

24:16—Saul: “Is this your voice, my son David? You are more righteous than I; you have dealt well with me, I have dealt wickedly with you. If a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away safely? May the Lord reward you with good. I know you shall surely be king, that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand. Swear to me by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants, nor destroy my name.” David swore to Saul. He went to his home; David and his men went to the stronghold.

Saul knew God’s will, but fear and hatred engulfed him in melancholy and evil deeds.

David moved southwest, not trusting Saul after Samuel’s death.

25:1—Samuel died, all Israel assembled, mourned, buried him in Ramah. David moved down into the wilderness of Paran.  Nabal, a Calebite, lived in Maon, very rich, with 1000 goats, 3000 sheep; he was shearing in Carmel [site of Saul’s monument, 15:12]. His wife Abigail was beautiful, of good understanding; he was harsh, evil in his doings.  David sent 10 men to Nabal: “Your shepherds were with us, we did not hurt them, nor was anything missing. Please give whatever comes to your hand to your servants.”

David, in affliction, took upon himself the care and protection of his brethren.

David nearly did to Nabal what he had refrained from doing to Saul.

25:10—Nabal: “Who is David? Many servants nowadays break away each from his master. Shall I give my bread, water, meat to men I do not know where they are from?” David: “Every man gird on his sword! Surely in vain I protected all this fellow has; he has repaid me evil for good. May God do so to the enemies of David, if I leave one male to him by morning.” About 400 went with David, 200 stayed with the supplies.

We honor God if, when we suffer for doing good, we do not retaliate in kind.
Nabal and Saul had common personality traits—they thought and acted alike.

Abigail knew David was God’s anointed king and must not avenge himself.

25:18—Abigail took 200 loaves, 2 skins wine, 5 dressed sheep, 5 seahs roasted grain, 100 raisin and 200 fig cakes; fell on her face before David: “The Lord has kept you from avenging yourself. Let no wrongdoing be found in you as long as you live. The life of my master will be bound securely in the bundle of the living by the Lord your God; the lives of your enemies He will hurl away as from the pocket of a sling. When the Lord has appointed you leader over Israel, remember your servant.”  (NIV)
A courageous God-fearing woman who did what she could when the crisis came.

David immediately recognized God’s hand in sending Abigail to him.

25:32—David: “Blessed is the Lord who sent you today to meet me! Blessed is your advice and you, for keeping me from bloodshed, avenging myself.” In the morning, when Nabal was sober, his wife told him these things; his heart died within him. In 10 days, the Lord struck Nabal. David: “Blessed be the Lord, who has kept His servant from evil.” Abigail became his wife. Saul had given Michal to Palti.

Repay no one evil for evil(“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.” [Rom 12:17]
If a person’s heart is right, God can deliver from extreme provocation or temptation.

David went back to where the Ziphites had betrayed him and waited for Saul.

26:1—Ziphites: “David is hiding on the hill of Hachilah.” Saul went to the wilderness of Ziph with 3000. David and Abishai came by night [unarmed]. Saul lay sleeping, with his spear by his head.  Abishai: “God has delivered your enemy into your hand; let me strike him with the spear.”  David: “Do not destroy him, who can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed without guilt? The Lord will strike him, or he will die in battle. Take the spear, water jug.” A sound sleep from the Lord had fallen on them.
As Abigail had done, David made a final attempt to turn Saul from his evil pursuit.

David used spiritual reasoning to plead with Saul as Abigail had with him.

26:13—David called to Abner: “Why have you not guarded the king? See his spear, jug of water.”  Saul: “Is this your voice, my son David?”  David: “Why is my lord pursuing his servant? If the Lord has stirred you up against me, let Him accept an offering; if it is men, cursed are they before the Lord; they have driven me out that I should have no attachment with the inheritance of the Lord, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ Do not let my blood fall to the ground away from the presence of the Lord.”

Abner knew God’s will—but kept Israel apart for 7 years after Saul died. [2Sam 2,3]

Saul knew right from wrong—but was never able to maintain the right.

26:21—Saul: “I have sinned; return, my son David, I will not harm you again because my life was precious in your sight. I have played the fool, committed a serious error.” David: “The Lord will repay each for his righteousness; the Lord delivered you into my hand today, but as I highly valued your life, may the Lord highly valued my life, and deliver me from all distress.”  Saul: “Blessed are you, my son David; you will surely prevail, accomplish much.” David went his way, Saul returned to his place.

David knew Saul too well to trust his intentions, however well meant at the time.

David faltered under the pressure of God’s chastening hand.

27:1—David thought: “I will perish one day by the hand of Saul. [Elijah, 1K 19]  There is nothing better than to escape to the Philistines. Saul will despair of searching for me.” He went with 600 to Achish, king of Gath, who gave him Ziklag; he was there 16 months, raided Geshurites, Girzites, Amalekites, did not leave anyone alive—took sheep, cattle, donkeys, camels, clothing. Told Achish he raided the Negev of Judah.  Achish: “He has made himself odious to his people; he will be my servant forever.”

Ittai and 600 followed David from Gath—loyal when Absalom rebelled. [2Sam 15]

Mighty men of Benjamin, Saul’s brethren, joined David at Ziklag. [1Chr 12]

“I will perish one day by the hand of Saul”.

The long period of stress and lack of light at the end of the long tunnel made hope dim. We have all been promised “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Does it prevent us from slipping into the abyss of despair or doubt? How many have to admit we have well nigh given up hope on more than one occasion? We do not doubt that God is true and faithful; inwardly, we believe the sure and great things to which we are called; but, suddenly, faith sags and we slip back towards the darkness. Those who have gone before have experienced this, and have come through. “If I say, my foot slips, Your mercy, O Lord, holds me up.”  [Man David]
We sense David’s terrible anxiety and urgent prayer for a way of escape.

28:1—The Philistines gathered their armies.  Achish: “You and your men will go with me.”  David: “Very well, you shall know what your servant can do.”  Achish: “I will make you my bodyguard for life.” Philistines camped in Shunem; Saul gathered all Israel in Gilboa, his heart trembled greatly when he saw the Philistines. The Lord did not answer him, by dreams, Urim, prophets. Saul had removed the mediums [while Samuel was alive, but now acted like a heathen monarch and went to one].
Saul’s religion was mere superstition—with no understanding of the Lord’s ways.

Saul was not a man of prayer.

His spirit was evil, self-centered; even now his anguish was not that of repentance and true humility; rather was it remorse and self-pity. There is a time to pray and a time when prayer is too late. There is an acceptable time when the Lord may be found, a time to call when He is near. There is a time when, God having been out of heart and mind in pursuing evil purposes, nothing is left but weeping and gnashing of teeth. Such are the five foolish virgins outside the door of the kingdom; such was the rich man in death in the parable.  [Man David]
Saul had taken other politically expedient actions to gain favor with the people.

2Sam 21:1—There was a famine 3 years; David sought the Lord: “It is for Saul, his bloody house, because he put the Gibeonites to death.” (Israel made a covenant with them, but Saul sought to kill them in his zeal for Israel and Judah). Gibeonites: “The man who consumed us, planned to exterminate us from remaining within any border of Israel, let 7 of his sons be hanged before the Lord.” David spared Mephibosheth, son of Jonathan, because of the oath between them.

Saul never learned simple obedience—he adjusted God’s word to fit the situation.

Samuel anointed Saul at the first—he sought him now to learn his fate.

28:7—Saul: “Seek a medium, that I may inquire of her.”  Servants: “There is one at Endor [8 miles behind Philistine camp]. ” Saul disguised himself, went with 2 by night. Saul: “Bring up Samuel for me.” Surprised woman: “I see an old man, wrapped with a robe.” Saul knew it was Samuel, bowed to the ground.  Samuel: “Why have you disturbed me?”  Saul: “I am greatly distressed; the Philistines war against me, God has departed from me, answers me no more; make known what I should do.”

Too late! Samuel had all his life made it known to Saul, and he had resisted.

Saul’s life had run its course to the bitter end in utter despair.

28:16—Samuel: “The Lord has departed from you, become your adversary, torn the kingdom out of your hand, given it to your neighbor, David. You did not obey to execute His fierce wrath on Amalek, the Lord has done this thing to you. Tomorrow you, your sons will be with me; the Lord will give the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines.” Saul fell upon the ground, very afraid; there was no strength in him.

He left dazed, dejected, despairing, with gloom and foreboding—all too evident to his men the next morning, sapping their will to fight, ending in total defeat.

God’s message did not come through the woman at Endor.

1. She was amazed to see Samuel, and only then realized who Saul was.

2. God’s message passed directly from Samuel to Saul, not through the woman.

3. She was absent during the conversation; came back when Saul fainted.

4. Saul did not see Samuel; he recognized him from her description.

Isa 8:19—When men tell you to consult mediums, who whisper, mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? To the law, testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light. (NIV)

Often in Scripture God employs the delusions of the wicked to their own confusion.

David was in a position from which it seemed impossible to extricate himself.

29:2—Philistine rulers marched with their men; David, his men marched at the rear with Achish.  Commanders: “What about these Hebrews?”  Achish: “Is this not David, who was an officer of Saul? He has been with me over a year, I have found no fault in him.”  Commanders: “Send him back. He must not go with us into battle, or he will turn against us during the fighting.”  Achish: “The rulers don’t approve; turn back, go in peace.” In the morning David left; the Philistines went to Jezreel.  (NIV)
Nothing is ever too hard for the Lord—we need to trust Him to do the impossible.

A tragic scene awaited David at Ziklag.

30:1—When David came to Ziklag the 3rd day, the Amalekites had burned the city; taken captive their wives, sons, daughters, but without killing anyone. They lifted their voices, wept. David was greatly distressed, the men spoke of stoning him; David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.  David: “Shall I pursue this band? Shall I overtake them?”  The Lord: “Pursue, you shall surely overtake them, rescue all.”

In extreme, seemingly hopeless straits, David immediately sought God’s guidance.

Some felt the need to vent their grief and dreadful loss on David.

He showed no fear. Emergency and the need for decision were a spur to David. At the crucial time he turned in the right direction. Rejected by the Philistines, doubted by some of his men, without home and family, he “strengthened himself in the Lord his God”. There was no other arm on which to lean, no other guide to lead him out of the darkness, no other comfort, than Yahweh the covenant God.  [Man David]
Rapid pursuit—full recovery!

30:11—David with 600 came to the brook Besor; 200 exhausted stayed. They found an Egyptian, servant to an Amalekite, left behind sick 3 days ago. He brought them to the Amalekites, spread over all the land, eating, drinking, dancing because of the great spoil they had taken. David slaughtered them, recovered all—wives, sons, daughters, spoil; came to Ziklag, sent to the elders of Judah a gift from the spoil of the enemies of the Lord, to all the places where David, his men were accustomed to go.

David’s absolute trust in Yahweh had been vindicated!

Saul and Jonathan were slain by Philistines on Mount Gilboa.

31:1—Israel fled before the Philistines. Saul was wounded by archers, fell on his sword. Next day the Philistines came to strip the slain, found Saul, 3 sons, cut off his head, stripped off his weapons, sent them throughout their land, to the house of their idols; fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan. When Jabesh Gilead heard, valiant men walked all night, took their bodies, burned them, buried their bones at Jabesh.

Saul had begun his reign at JG in triumph with a great victory over the Ammonites.
He lived by the sword and died by the sword, with his head cut off, like Goliath.
Saul thought, acted like an idolatrous king; they fastened his head in Dagon’s temple.

To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.

1Chr 10:13—Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the Lord, because he did not keep the word of the Lord; also because he consulted a medium for guidance. He did not inquire of the Lord; therefore He killed him, turned the kingdom over to David.
Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft; stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.

Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you from being king.

The Saul class are governed by their own impressions and feelings as natural men.

They conceive of things, and do things merely as creatures possessing a certain power of observing facts and reasoning on them. They have no active sense of God’s prerogative; no tender zeal for His will; no jealousy for His rights or regard for His name. They have not even a practical sense of His existence. The things they see, the things they feel form the boundary line of their philosophy. Saul showed himself a thoroughly natural man in these respects.  [Visible Hand]
An Amalekite brought Saul’s crown to David expecting a reward but met his death.

2Sam 1:11—David, his men, tore their clothes; mourned, fasted for Saul, Jonathan, and the people of Israel.  David: “How the mighty have fallen! The bow of Jonathan did not turn back, the sword of Saul did not return empty. Saul and Jonathan were beloved, pleasant in their lives, not divided in their death; swifter than eagles, stronger than lions. I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; you have been very pleasant to me; your love to me was wonderful, surpassing the love of women.”
David’s lament gives no hint of the evil he had suffered at the hands of Saul.

It was 7 more years before David became king over all Israel.

2Sam 5:1—All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron: “When Saul was king, you were the one who led Israel out, brought them in; the Lord said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My people Israel, be ruler over Israel.’” King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord; they anointed him king over Israel. David was 30 years old when he began to reign in Hebron over Judah 7( years—in Jerusalem he reigned 33 years over all Israel and Judah.

Prepared by adversity to be the greatest king the world has even known.
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