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Samuel(Prophet, Priest, Judge


Samuel(Prophet, Priest, Judge

“At his birth, the nation was at its lowest ebb, in the depths of national degradation spiritually and politically, with ‘everyone doing what was right in their own eyes.’ 
When he died it was on the eve of the most splendid era in its history. Samuel is credited with establishing the schools of the prophets, which were in many ways of greater service to the nation than the ceremonial priesthood, since they fearlessly enforced the need for a religion of heart and life as opposed to mere outward ritual.”

Samuel: greatest since Moses, Nazirite from birth, last of judges, first of prophets.

Jer 15:1
(If Moses and Samuel stood before me my mind would not be favorable toward this people [both interceded for Israel and the Lord had heeded their plea].

Ps 99:6(Moses and Aaron were among his priests, and Samuel was among those who called upon his name; they called upon the Lord, and he answered them. He spoke to them in the cloudy pillar; they kept his testimonies and the ordinance he gave them.

1Sam 7:15(Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.

Acts 13:20(He gave them judges about 450 years, until Samuel the prophet.

Heb 11:32(Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, also David, Samuel and the prophets.

Samuel is the connecting link between the period of the judges which he closed,
and the prophetic order and monarchy, both of which he inaugurated.
Links between Samson and Samuel.

· Samson was born shortly after 40-year Philistine oppression began (Jud 13:1).

· He judged Israel 20 years during last half of 40-yr Philistine oppression (Jud 15:20).

· He was a Nazirite from birth; he began to deliver Israel from the Philistines (Jud 13:5).

· Ark was taken by Philistines after Eli judged Israel 40-years, with 20-yrs still remaining in 40-yr Philistine oppression (1Sam 4:11,18; 7:2)

· Ark at Kirjath Jearim 20 years, near Mahaneh Dan, Samson’s home (Jud 13:25;18:12)

· Samuel completed the deliverance to end the 40-yr oppression (1Sam 7:13).
A suggested chronological time line linking Eli, Samson, Samuel.

1. Eli judged Israel 40 years (1Sam 4:18)
I(((((((((((I
2. Philistines oppressed Israel 40 years (Jud 13:1)

I((((((((((I
3. Samson born, grows to manhood (Jud 13:5)

I(((((I
4. Samuel born, grows to manhood (1Sam 3:19)

I(((((((I
5. Ark captured, Eli and sons die (1Sam 4:11)

I
6. Samson judged Israel 20 years; killed 3000 
Philistines at his death (Jud 16:27,31)

I(((((I
7. Ark at Kirjath Jearim 20 years (1Sam 7:2), then 
Samuel ended 40-yr Philistine oppression (v13)

I(((((I
Samuel’s approximate age when significant events occurred:

  5 when he was first brought to the temple and given back to God;

12 when the Lord first appeared to him and confirmed him as a prophet (3:19-21);

18 when the ark was taken and Eli and sons slain;
38 when the Philistines were subdued 20 years later (1Sam 7:2); 

65 when he anointed Saul after judging the nation for all of his active life (7:15); 

92 when he anointed David at age 17, after Saul had reigned 27 of his 40-year term.
David became king 13 years later at age 30 when Saul died (2Sam 5:4, Acts 13:21);

98 when he died (25:1).
Elkanah a Levite, living in the hill country of Ephraim, the Arimathea of NT.

1:1(A certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the mountains of Ephraim, his name was Elkanah, son of Jeroham, Elihu, Tohu, Zuph, an Ephraimite [a Levite living in Ephraim].
1Chr 6:33(Elkanah, Jeroham, Eliel, Toah, Zuph(Korah, Izhar, Kohath, Levi.

1Chr 9:19(The descendants of Korah were gatekeepers of the tabernacle.

Ramathaim-zophim. This ancient town, now called Ramla, about 36 miles west of Jerusalem, 9 miles from Joppa, is built on a rising ground, on a rich plain. [Treasury] 

1:19(They rose early(and returned and came to their house at Ramah.

7:17(Samuel always returned to Ramah, where his home was; there he judged Israel.

9:5(When Saul came to Zuph, his servant said “there is in this city a man of God.”

Mt 27:57(A rich man from Arimathea, Joseph, who had become a disciple of Jesus.

Elkanah(all that we know about him indicates his spiritual uprightness.
1:2(Elkanah had two wives: the name of one was Hannah, the other Peninnah; she had children, Hannah had none. Elkanah went up from his city yearly to worship and sacrifice to the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. When the day came that Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he would give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, but the Lord had closed her womb.

Dt 12:11(The place the Lord chooses to make his name abide, you shall bring your burnt offerings, sacrifices, tithes, which you vow; rejoice before the Lord your God.

In face of extreme adversity, when present conditions look bleak, faithful maintain trust.

Hophni and Phinehas were there(the two wicked sons of Eli the High Priest.

1:3(There the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests to the Lord.

2:12(The sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the Lord.

2:17(The sin of the young men was very great before the Lord.

2:23(I hear of your evil dealings(you make the Lord’s people transgress.

2:34(This shall be a sign to you: Hophni and Phinehas will both die in one day.

3:13(I have told Eli that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them.

A long period of extreme wickedness precipitated a 40-yr period of Philistine oppression

The Lord had closed Hannah’s womb, as he had with other mothers in Israel.
1:6(Her rival would provoke her bitterly to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. It happened year after year, as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she would provoke her; so she wept and would not eat. Then Elkanah her husband said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep and why do you not eat and why is your heart sad? 
Am I not better to you than ten sons?”

2:3(Talk no more so very proudly; let no arrogance come from your mouth, for the Lord is the God of knowledge; by him actions are weighed.

God uses our adversities to bring us to higher levels of service/devotion to him.

Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Manoah’s wife, Elizabeth, all were barren for long years.

Eli was sitting on a throne seat by the door of the temple.

1:9(Hannah arose after they had finished eating and drinking. Eli the priest was sitting on the [throne] seat by the door post [side of the gate, 4:18] of the temple (heykal).

3:3(Before the lamp of God went out in the temple of the Lord where the ark was.

2:22(The women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle (ohel) of meeting. 

3:15(Samuel, in the morning, opened the doors of the house (bayith) of the Lord. 

Ps 78:60(He forsook the tabernacle (mishkan) of Shiloh, the tent (ohel) he had placed.

By this time the tabernacle can be described as a temple, with doors and posts.
Heb. heykal is rendered temple or palace 80x; only twice applied to the tabernacle.

Hannah prayed for a son, a Nazirite, who would turn the nation back to their God.

1:10(Hannah, in bitterness of soul, prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish. She made a vow, “O Lord of hosts [sabaot:armies], if you will indeed look on the affliction [lowly state] of your maidservant and give your maidservant a male child [seed of men], I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, no razor shall come upon his head.”

Lk 1:48([Mary] He has regarded the lowly state of his maidservant(
Rom 9:29(As Isaiah said: “Unless the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we would have become like Sodom, and we would have been made like Gomorrah.”

Hannah was the first to use the title Yahweh of hosts(she understood God’s purpose to manifest his glory in a faithful host who would be victorious over all his enemies.

Eli assumed Hannah was intoxicated, an indication he often saw this at tabernacle.

1:12(As she prayed before the Lord, Eli watched her mouth. Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk. “How long will you be drunk? Put your wine away from you!” Hannah said, “No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine or intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. Do not consider your maidservant a worthless woman, I have spoken out of my complaint and grief [meditation and provocation].”

Pro 15:1(A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

Ps 62:8(Trust in him at all times; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.

Another hint that Hannah was concerned for the future of the nation, not just herself.

Samuel was God’s remedy for the evil the priests were inciting within the nation.

2:11(Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli the priest(the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the Lord.

2:17(The sin of the young men was very great before the Lord(but Samuel ministered before the Lord, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod.

2:22(Eli was very old; and he heard of the evil his sons did to all Israel(and the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord and men.

The faithfulness of young Samuel is set against the wickedness of the priests. 

Children, at early ages, can be instructed in the ways of God for their eternal good.

Eli was moved by Hannah’s gentle response and her evident grief of heart.

1:17(Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of him.” Hannah said, “Let your maidservant find favor in your sight.” The woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord, and returned to their house at Ramah.

Lk 1:38(Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.”(“Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.”

Hannah and Mary faithfully did their part to fulfill God’s purpose with their sons.

Elkanah was a spiritual husband(he confirmed and acted upon her vow in faith.
1:19(Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, the Lord remembered her. She conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, “Because I have asked him of the Lord” [Heb. Shemuel: heard of El, given in answer to prayer]. Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice and his vow [tithes, Dt 12:17]. Hannah did not go up, “When the child is weaned; then I will take him, that he may appear before the Lord and remain there forever” [olam: as long as he lives, v11,28]. Elkanah: “Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him. Only let the Lord establish his word.”

Num 30:10(If her husband heard her vow and did not overrule her, it would stand.

Rather than disallow her vow, Elkanah prayed it might receive a complete fulfillment.

Samuel was still young when they brought him to the House of the Lord at Shiloh.

1:24(When she had weaned him [about 3], she took him up with her, with a 3-year-old bull [or, 3 bulls] and one ephah of flour and a jug of wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord in Shiloh, although the child was young. Then they [Hannah and Elkanah] slaughtered the bull, and brought the boy to Eli.

2:18(He ministered to the Lord as a child [youth](his mother brought him a little coat, year by year when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.

In keeping her vow, she recognized that God, who had given her this young son, would now take responsibility to instruct him in his ways and to use him in his purpose.

Hannah was not entrusting her son to Eli, but to God, who answered her prayer.

1:26(She said, “As your soul lives [an oath], my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you, praying to the Lord for this boy, and the Lord has given me my petition (7596) which I asked (7592) of him [v17]. I have also dedicated (7592) him to the Lord; as long as he lives he is dedicated to the Lord.” And they worshiped the Lord there.

“Hannah knew what many parents only learn thru bitter, painful experience, often too late to apply(that the primary objective for Godly parents is to lead their children to him, to teach them his ways, so that they too will love his commandments.”
Hannah’s prayer is echoed by Mary when she rejoiced at Gabriel’s message.

	2:1(My heart rejoices in the Lord; my horn is exalted in the Lord, my mouth speaks boldly against my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation. There is none holy like the Lord, there is none besides you, nor is there any rock like our God.
	Lk 1:46(My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 
49(The mighty one has done great things for me; and holy is his name.

[Ps 95:1(Let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation]

	3(Boast no more so very proudly, let no arrogance come out of your mouth; the Lord is a God of knowledge, with him actions are weighed. The bows of mighty are shattered, the feeble gird on strength.
	50(His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear him. 
He has done mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart.

	5(Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry cease to hunger. Even the barren gives birth to seven, but she who has many children languishes.
	53(He has filled the hungry with good things; and sent away the rich empty-handed. 48(He has had regard for the humble state of his maid servant; all generations will count me blessed.

	6(The Lord kills, makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up. The Lord makes poor and rich; he brings low, he also exalts. He raises the poor from the dust, he lifts the needy from the ash heap to set them among princes* and inherit the throne of glory; the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, he set the world on them. 
	51(He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who were humble.

*[even the princes of his people. He grants the barren woman a home, like a joyful mother of children. Ps 113:7-9]

	9(He keeps the feet of his saints/godly ones, but the wicked ones are silenced in darkness; by strength no man shall prevail. The adversaries of the Lord will be shattered; against them he will thunder in the heavens, The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed.
	54(He has given help to Israel his servant, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his seed forever. 



Hannah prayed in the spirit of prophecy(a future King reigning in righteousness.

2:10(The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken in pieces; from heaven he will thunder against them. The Lord will judge the ends of the earth. He will give strength to his king, and exalt the horn [power] of his anointed [Heb: mashiah].
Ps 2:2(Rulers take counsel against the Lord and his anointed( “I have set my king on my holy hill of Zion(you are my Son(I will give nations for your inheritance(you shall break them with a rod of iron; dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

Dan 9:25(From the command(until Messiah the Prince(then Messiah cut off.

Hannah prayed for God’s Kingdom to come, his will to be done on earth, when the bows of the mighty men are broken, and the poor inherit the throne of glory.
Hophni and Phinehas had brought disgrace upon the temple service.

2:12(The sons of Eli were worthless/corrupt men; they did not know the Lord. When any man offered a sacrifice, the priest came while the meat was boiling, thrust a fork into the pan, took all it brought up for himself. Before burning the fat, he took raw meat for roasting. If the offerer said they must burn the fat first, he insisted they give it, or he took it by force. Their sin was great before the Lord: men despised the offering of the Lord.

Lev 7:31(Burn the fat [best] on the altar; give priests breast or thigh of peace offerings.

Lev 21:6(Priests shall be holy to their God, for they offer the bread of their God.

These worthless priests took more than their share, before the best was offered to God.

Young Samuel’s progress is contrasted with the evil ways of Hophni and Phinehas.

2:18(Samuel ministered [served] before the Lord [5x], as a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother made him a little robe [both priestly garments, Ex 28:31], brought it to him when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife: “May the Lord give you children from this woman in place of the one she dedicated to the Lord.” The Lord visited Hannah, she gave birth to 3 sons, 2 daughters. 

Num 3:6(Levites served the needs of the priests and congregation for tabernacle work. 

Like Hannah, Mary had several sons and daughters after Jesus’ birth [Mk 6:3].

Eli was old, his sons were in charge, and he willfully indulged their evil ways.

2:22(Eli was very old; he heard all that his sons were doing to all Israel, how they lay with the women who served at the doorway of the tent of meeting [Ex 38:8]. “Why do you do the evil things that I hear from all these people? No, my sons; the report is not good which I hear. If one man sins against another, God [elohim:judges] will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the Lord, who can intercede for him?” They would not listen to the voice of their father, for the Lord desired to put them to death.

Rom 9:18(He has mercy on whom he wills, and whom he wills he hardens.

They were obstinate in wickedness, and the Lord hardened them in their evil ways.

Samuel and Jesus grew up in similar ways(both were instructed directly by God.

2:26(The boy Samuel was growing in stature and favor with the Lord and with men.

Lk 2:52(Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

3:19(Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fail.

Lk 2:40(The child grew, strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; grace of God upon him.

3:21(The Lord revealed himself to Samuel by the word of the Lord.

Is 50:4(The Lord God has given me the tongue of disciples, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. He awakens me morning by morning, He awakens my ear to listen as a disciple and I was not disobedient, nor did I turn back. 

Samson is the only other recorded: “the child grew and the Lord blessed him”.

Prosperity caused Eli to become complacent towards sin(that danger exists today.

2:27(A man of God came to Eli: Thus says the Lord, “Did I not reveal myself to the house of your father when in Egypt in bondage ? Did I not choose them from all the tribes to be my priests, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me; and give them all the offerings of Israel? Why do you kick at [treat with contempt] my sacrifice, and honor your sons above me, becoming fat with the best of every offering?”

Dt 32:15(Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; you grew fat, you grew thick, you are obese!

Then he forsook God who made him, and scornfully esteemed the Rock of his salvation.

Eli rebuked his sons, but took no action; he had responsibility for what his sons did, but  was not willing to give up privileges of the priesthood, putting self before God’s honor!

Despite Eli’s failure, God would provide a faithful priest and ruler.

2:30(“Those who honor me I will honor, those despising me will be lightly esteemed. I will break your strength(you will see an enemy [rival, 1:6] in the tabernacle(all your house will die in the prime of life. This will be the sign: your two sons will die the same day. I will raise up a faithful priest who will do what is in my heart; I will build him an enduring house; he will walk before my anointed always.”

22:11,18(Doeg killed Ahimelech [Eli’s descendant, 14:3] and 85 priests of his house.

1K 2:27(Zadok [Eleazar, 1C 24:3,6] replaced Abiathar [Ithamar, 1S 22:20; 14:3].

Hannah’s prayer would be realized in Zadok, but more fully in David’s greater son.

I will raise up a faithful priest who will do according to what is in my heart.

Acts 3:22(Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren; him you shall hear in all things, whatever he says to you. All the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘In your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ To you first, God, having raised up his servant Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”

Acts 5:31(Him God has exalted to his right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

Samuel is God’s servant: he will now receive messages from God, not Eli.

3:1(The boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. The word of the Lord was rare, no open vision [no prophet]. At that time [same day], Eli was lying down in his place (his eyes dim), before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God was. The Lord called Samuel 3 times; he answered, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli. (Samuel did not yet know the Lord, nor was the word of the Lord revealed to him.) Eli perceived it was the Lord. “If he calls again say, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant hears’.” The Lord came, stood, called, “Samuel! Samuel!” He said, “Speak, your servant hears.”

Samuel was 12 (Josephus) when God appeared to him, the age boys were responsible to the Law. Jesus went with his parents to Jerusalem for Passover the first time at 12.

God sent a 12-year old boy to deliver this powerful message to Eli.

3:11(The Lord said to Samuel: “I will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli all I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. I have told him I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows; his sons made themselves vile [blasphemed God], and he did not restrain them. I have sworn the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” Samuel lay down until morning, opened the doors of the house of the Lord, but feared to tell Eli the vision [out of concern for Eli].

Jer 19:3(I will bring such catastrophe on this place, whoever hears, his ears will tingle.

God will try every possible means to reach us in order to draw us away from sin.

Eli(aged, rejected, submitted to the will of God(he was a hearer, not a doer.

3:16(Eli called Samuel, “What is the word spoken to you? Do not hide it from me.” Samuel told him everything. Eli said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.” Samuel grew, the Lord was with him, let none of his words fail. All Israel knew Samuel was confirmed a prophet of the Lord. The Lord appeared again in Shiloh, revealed himself to Samuel by the word of the Lord; the word of Samuel came to Israel.

Ex 34:6(The Lord, merciful, forgiving iniquity; by no means clearing the guilty.

Jas 4:17(To him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

Jas 1:22(Be doers of the word, not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

Instead of thrusting them out, by his weak indulgence Eli became partaker of their sins.

Repentance, spiritual reformation had not yet occurred(Israel fell before enemies.

4:1(Israel went out to battle against the Philistines, and camped beside Ebenezer; the Philistines camped in Aphek. The Philistines joined battle, defeated Israel, killed about 4000 men. When the men came into the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord from Shiloh, that when it comes among us it may save us from our enemies.” 

They thought the ark itself had a magic power and attempted to reenact Jericho.
The superstition which confuses the symbol with the presence is the result of apostasy.
The Lord brings adversity to cause us to examine our lives, repent, return to right ways.

They expected God to deliver them as in the past, despite their unfaithfulness.

4:4(The people sent to Shiloh, brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, who inhabits [enthroned] the cherubim; the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were with the ark of the covenant of God. When the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel shouted so loudly the earth shook. When the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, “What does the sound of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” Then they understood that the ark of the Lord had come into the camp. 

2Co 6:14(What communion has light with darkness; what accord has Christ with Belial?

Mt 15:14(Blind leaders of the blind; when the blind leads the blind, both fall into a ditch.

They failed to see the incongruity of the wicked priests bearing the ark of the covenant.

It was flesh against flesh(Yahweh used Philistines to chastise his people.

4:7(The Philistines were afraid: “God has come into the camp! Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with utter destruction. Be strong, conduct yourselves like men, fight, that you do not become servants of the Hebrews, as they have been to you!” The Philistines fought, Israel was defeated, every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; 30,000 of Israel fell. The ark of God was captured; Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

Ps 78:60(He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, delivered his glory into the enemy’s hand; gave his people over to the sword, their priests fell by the sword.

1Cor 16:13(Stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong.

A day of reckoning arrived for Eli(by sowing to the flesh he reaped destruction.

4:12(Eli, 98, unable to see, sat on his seat [1:9] watching, his heart trembled for the ark of God. A man ran [20 miles] from the battle to Shiloh the same day with cloths torn, dust on his head, told the news in the city, all the city cried out. He came hurriedly and told Eli, “Israel fled before the Philistines, a great slaughter among the people. Your two sons are dead; the ark of God has been taken.” Eli fell off the seat backward beside the gate; his neck broken, he died, old, heavy. He judged Israel 40 years.

Pro 25:26(A righteous man giving way to the wicked is a muddied spring, polluted well.

Ex 13:13(Eli typified the unredeemed nation, whose stiff-neck would be broken.

Eli’s failure to lead the people in right ways resulted in their falling prey to enemies.

Ichabod “no glory”(A faithful woman lamented the tragedy in naming her son.

4:19(Phinehas’ wife was with child when she heard the ark of God was taken and her father-in-law and husband were dead. This caused her to give birth [prematurely], and while dying in child-birth, she named the child Ichabod [no glory], saying, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God was taken.” 

She perceived the great spiritual decline in the nation and priesthood(Eli did not.
She was concerned for the future of Israel(God’s name and purpose were desecrated.
Was it perhaps this faithful wife of Phinehas who helped Eli to care for young Samuel?

Shiloh was destroyed, after serving as the nation’s center of worship for 400 years.

Jos 18:1(Israel assembled at Shiloh, set up the tabernacle there.

Jud 21:19(Shiloh was in Ephraim, north of Bethel, east of the highway to Shechem.

Ps 78:60(He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh(fire consumed their young men.

Jer 7:12(See what I did to my place in Shiloh for the wickedness of my people Israel.

1Sam 21:1(Ahimelech the priest at Nob, gave David showbread from before the Lord.

2Chr 1:3(Solomon went to Gibeon, for the tabernacle Moses had made was there.

2Sam 6:17(They brought the ark to the tabernacle David had erected in Jerusalem.

Shiloh was destroyed; the ark never returned there after it was captured; the way was prepared for Jerusalem to become the new center of worship under the monarchy.

Reflections:

· The reason for the 40-yr oppression (Jud 13) is due to God’s anger at the nation under the leadership of Eli and his sons (Ps 78:58-64; Jer 7:12)

· Half way through Divinely declared 40-yr oppression, Israel seeks to deliver itself from Philistines at battle of Ebenezer (1Sam 4); but as they have done nothing to rid themselves of the apostasy that caused it, God abandons them to their own devices.

· Samson’s life reflects the nation during the 20 years following the ark’s capture; he hates their oppression but cannot resist their enticements, forsaking God in the process; he finally comes to lament after Yahweh while a slave at the mill, repents, seeks God’s deliverance from his oppressors. The nation soon follows his example.

Philistines set the ark in the temple of Dagon(it was prostrated, they were plagued.

5:11(They wanted the ark of the God of Israel sent back to its own place before it killed them all. Those who had not died were stricken with tumors [boils], the cry of the city went up to heaven. Their priests said to “make images of the tumors and rats that ravaged the land and give glory to the God of Israel; perhaps he will lighten his hand from you, your gods and land. Why do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? When he had severely dealt with them, did they not let the people go?” They sent the ark away on a new cart with a trespass offering of 5 gold tumors, and one gold rat for each of the cities/villages ravaged, in a chest by its side.

Isa 19:1(The idols will tremble/totter at his presence.

Philistine lords watched lowing cows head straight for the nearest Israelite town.

6:13(People of Beth Shemesh rejoiced to see the ark. Levites put the ark and chest with articles of gold on the large stone, offered burnt offerings to the Lord( Then he struck down some men of Beth Shemesh, because they gazed upon the ark of the Lord [with irreverent curiosity]. The people lamented because the Lord had struck the people with a great slaughter. “Who is able to stand before this holy Lord God?( Then men of Kirjath Jearim brought the ark into the house of Abinadab on the hill, consecrated Eleazar his son to keep it, there it remained 20 years. All Israel lamented [entreated] after the Lord.

Num 4:20(They shall not go in to watch while the holy things are covered, lest they die.

20 years under the Philistine yoke had caused them to entreat the Lord to deliver them.

Was it Samson’s death that moved them to approach Samuel to seek God’s favor?
7:3(Samuel spoke to all Israel: “If you return to the Lord with all your heart, put away the foreign gods, direct your hearts [fixed/steadfast] to the Lord, serve him only; he will deliver you from the Philistines.” They put away the Baals, Ashtoreths, served the Lord only. Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah, I will pray to the Lord for you.” They gathered at Mizpah, drew water, poured it out before the Lord, fasted, “We have sinned against the Lord.” Samuel judged Israel at Mizpah [in Benjamin, Josh 18:26; Jud 20:1].

Lam 2:19(Arise, cry out in the night, at the beginning of the watches; pour out your heart like water before the face of the Lord. 
Pouring water( a sign of contrite hearts pouring out their souls before the Lord (1:15).

Samuel provided a simple blueprint for returning to God:

1. Separate yourselves from foreign gods, from the wicked practices of the gentiles. Samuel has given us a simple test(are we willing to put away those things from our life that we know cause us to sin? It is not possible to reach #2, unless we are willing to remove these defiling elements.
2. Prepare/direct your heart to God and serve him only, through 100% devotion: whole heart, strength, mind. The process of returning to God begins with a commitment to implement a drastic change in our life(to simultaneously remove the idols, and to serve God with our whole heart.
This blueprint is just as pertinent for a community/ecclesia as for a family/individual.

Samuel acted the part of a spiritual counselor:

· The people came seeking his guidance on how they could return to God.

· He brought the word to the center of the discussion in clear, understandable terms.

· Then he stepped back and let the word go to work on their conscience.

· He never asked the nation to submit themselves to him, only to God and his word.

· Samuel did not force them into any action, or attempt to solve their problem for them.

· Samuel knew he could not make them into a spiritual nation, they had to willingly chose that path.

· He pointed them in the right direction(but they still needed to make the journey.

· He left room for faith and prayer to play their necessary parts.

No calling for the ark now(instead they pleaded with Samuel to intercede for them.

7:7(When lords of the Philistines heard Israel had gathered at Mizpah, they went against them. Israel was afraid, said to Samuel, “Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our God for us, that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines.” Samuel took a suckling lamb, offered it as a wholly burnt offering, cried out to the Lord for Israel; the Lord answered him. As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. The Lord thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, so confused them that they were overcome before Israel.

2:10(Adversaries of the Lord shall be broken in pieces; he will thunder against them.

Ps 99:6(Samuel was among those who called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

Ebenezer became the place of deliverance; it had been the site of national disgrace.

7:11(Israel went out of Mizpah, pursued the Philistines, drove them back below Beth Car. Samuel took a stone, set it up between Mizpah and Shen, called its name Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” The Philistines were subdued, did not come anymore [any further] into the territory of Israel. The hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. Cities the Philistines had taken were restored to Israel. 

10:5; 13:19(Yet, the Philistine garrisons remained, and they had disarmed the Israelites.

9:16(Saul was anointed to “save my people from the hand of the Philistines; for I have looked upon my people, because their cry has come to me.”

Philistines subdued during Samuel’s tenure, were again a threat during Saul’s reign.

The battle of chapter 4 contrasted with the battle 20 years later in chapter 7:

	Ch 4(30,000 of Israel died
	Ch 7(Philistines routed before Israel

	Fought in strength of their own flesh
	Fought by faith, their strength was of God

	Fought while still worshipping idols
	Fought after separating from idols 

	Fought with double mind: serving God/sin
	Fought with single mind: serving God only

	Focus on a physical object, trusted in ritual
	Prayer, pouring out hearts, confessing sins

	Led by wicked priests
	Led by a faithful priest

	Thundering shout by people
	God thundered from heaven

	Presumptuously expected God save them
	Pleaded with God to save them

	Same battle, same enemy, same issue(utterly different outcome: freedom, not slavery


Samuel spent his life in yearly circuits, judging and instructing in God’s ways.

7:15(Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. He went yearly on a circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, Mizpah, judged Israel in all those places, always returning to his home in Ramah, where he judged Israel, and built an altar to the Lord. 

10:10(When Saul came to Gibeah, there was a company of prophets to meet him.

19:18(David fled from Saul, went to Samuel at Naioth [habitations] in Ramah with the prophets. When Saul’s men came, Samuel was standing with the prophets as their leader.

Acts 3:24(All the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, foretold these days.

Samuel established schools of prophets in each of the centers he visited. We all have a responsibility to encourage and train young people who are committed to the Truth.

200 years later prophetic schools were at Bethel, Jericho, Gilgal.  (2K 2:3,5; 4:38)
“The value of the prophetic order to the Jewish nation was immense. The prophets were the privy-councilors of kings, the historians of the nation, the instructors of the people. 
It was their function to be preachers of righteousness to rich and poor alike: to condemn idolatry in the court, oppression among the nobles, injustice among the judges, formality among the priests. They were the interpreters of the Law, who drew out by degrees the spiritual significance which underlay ritual observance, and labored to prevent sacrifice and sabbath and festival from becoming dead and unmeaning forms. Strong in the unshaken consciousness that they were expressing the divine will, they spoke and acted with a fearless courage which no threats could daunt or silence.”

Israel demanded a king like all the nations—exactly as Deut. 17 had foretold!

8:1—Samuel was old; he made his sons, Joel [Yahweh is God] and Abijah [Yahweh is my father], judges over Israel in Beersheba. They did not walk in his ways; turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, perverted justice. All the elders of Israel came together to Samuel at Ramah: “You are old, your sons do not walk in your ways—make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” The thing displeased Samuel; he prayed to the Lord. 
Deut 17:14—When you come to the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, “I will set a king over me like all the nations that are around me,” you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses.

Do we instinctively pause and pray when the actions of others displease us?

They wanted a king for the wrong reason—to override the Lord’s chastening!

8:7—The Lord told Samuel: “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day—they have forsaken me and served other gods—so they are doing to you. Now heed their voice.”

· There had been a repeated pattern of failure and chaos during the Judges.

· They vainly tried to avoid this cycle by trusting in a king of their own choosing.

· They were weary of God’s rule over them, disliked his harsh discipline.

Samuel warned them how their king would act as his right—He will take:

1. Your sons for his chariots; appoint commanders of 1000s and 50s, some to do his plowing, reap his harvest, make his weapons, equipment for his chariots;

2. Your daughters for perfumers, cooks and bakers;

3. The best of your fields, vineyards, olive groves—give them to his servants;

4. A tenth of your seed, vineyards—give to his officers and servants;

5. Your male and female servants, best young men and donkeys, for his work;

6. A tenth of your flocks; you yourselves will become his servants.  (1Sam 8:11)
They would come to regret it—their decision was based on natural principles!

8:18—“You will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you.” The people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel: “No, there shall be a king over us, that we may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us, go out before us, fight our battles.” After Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the Lord’s hearing. The Lord said: “Listen to their voice, appoint them a king.” Samuel told them: “Go every man to his city.”
Often the Lord lets us go our own way(then uses it to teach us that his way is right.

Samuel again made no immediate response(he took the matter to the Lord.

Without Samuel’s spiritual leadership and instruction, David’s task would have been almost impossible. Moses had been neglected, the priesthood had become decadent, covetous; the people did every man what was right in his own eyes. After centuries of violence, lust, national declension, the word of the Lord came to Samuel. He symbolized a new Israel to be born through the tribulation of defeat by the Philistines, humiliation by the loss of the ark. Samuel brought the people back to God. [Man David]
Saul, absorbed with concerns of this life—not acquainted with the Lord or Samuel.

9:1—Kish, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power [wealth: Ruth 2:1]. His son, Saul, an impressive young man without equal, a head taller than all. Kish sent Saul with a servant to look for lost donkeys. They passed through the hill country of Ephraim, lands of Shalishah, Shaalim, Benjamites, Zuph, without finding them. Saul wanted to go home; they were without food or money [v20]. Servant: “There is a man of God in this city [Ramah in Zuph], the man is held in honor; all he says surely comes true; perhaps he can tell us about our journey.” It was customary to give the seer a present; the servant had a quarter shekel of silver—Saul had nothing and was not even aware Samuel was there!

The ways of providence—an ordinary incident intertwined with divine oversight.

God chose Saul—He gave him special indicators to convince him he was the one:

9:12—Young women addressed him as though he already was an important person;

v15—God told Samuel to anoint Saul as captain/commander [not king] to deliver Israel from the Philistines—he would rule for God—not as a king like all the nations;
v19—Saul was to eat with Samuel in the place of honor at the feast that day;

v20—“All the desirable things in Israel would soon be his [at his command];”  (RSV)

v22—He was given the chief seat among the 30 notable guests; and

v23—A special portion like that reserved for priests [Lev 7:32]—the best would be his!

All designed to convince Saul that God had chosen him, and he could trust Samuel.

Samuel began immediately to prepare Saul for his responsibility as king.

9:25—They had much to discuss on the roof of Samuel’s house(Saul was not prepared to rule for the Lord and reform the nation(he was a man in a hurry with the affairs of this life(it was not his habit to pause and consider the ways of the Lord. Samuel went with Saul next morning to “announce to him the word of God.” Then he poured oil on his head, kissed him: “Has not the Lord anointed you ruler over his inheritance?” 

Saul was to rule for God with an eye to his glory(sadly, he never learned to do this.

Saul was given 3 signs to convince him God had chosen him and would help him.

1(Saul would meet 2 men by Rachel’s tomb in Benjamin at Zelzah, who would tell him the donkeys had been found. (10:2)
Rachel was buried near Bethel when she died giving birth to Benjamin (Gen 35:16).
2(Three men going to Bethel with sacrificial offerings would share them with Saul (v3).
Deborah was buried under a terebinth tree at Bethel (Gen 35:8).

3(Saul would join prophets coming to meet him from Gibeah (his city, v11,26); the Spirit of the Lord would come upon him mightily, he would prophesy with them and be changed into another man.

When God calls us to any service he will make us fit for it—if we trust him.

Saul’s first test of obedience—would he have the faith to wait upon the Lord?

10:8—You shall go down before me to Gilgal; I will come down to you to offer burnt offerings, sacrifice peace offerings. You shall wait 7 days until I come to you and show you what you should do.

The circumstances were not right for this to happen for many  years, but when the time came to attack the Philistines, Saul failed this test—he took matters into his own hands and acted presumptuously as a king-priest, like all the nations.

Saul joined the prophets(he was affected momentarily—but no lasting change.

10:9—When he turned to leave Samuel, God changed his heart; all those signs came about on that day. When they came to the hill…a group of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came upon him mightily, he prophesied among them. When all who knew him previously saw that he prophesied with the prophets, they said to one another: “What has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”

We get new hearts by the power of his word, and association with spiritual people.

Spiritual highs at Bible schools should permanently change for good the way we live.

The people affirmed their final rejection of God as their king.

10:17—Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah: “Thus says the Lord, I brought Israel up from Egypt, I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians, from the power of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you. But you today rejected your God, who delivers you from all your calamities and distresses; you said: ‘No, but set a king over us!’ Now present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and clans.”

They were unmindful of what God had done, and distrusted what he would do.

Samuel confirmed God’s choice of Saul—but he was hiding!
10:20—Samuel caused all the tribes to come near: Benjamin was chosen…then Saul son of Kish. When they sought him, he could not be found. They inquired of the Lord: “Has the man come here yet?” The Lord: “There he is, hidden among the equipment.” 
Samuel: “Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen? There is no one like him among the people.” The people shouted: “Long live the king!” Samuel told the people the ordinances of the kingdom, wrote them in the book, placed it before the Lord.

It was not humility—but anxiety about whether he could succeed in his own strength.

Saul failed to discern the wisdom of God’s word and inevitably became disobedient.

Why would God choose Saul?(Because he reflected the minds/hearts of the people.

“Saul possessed all the natural attractions and martial qualities which the people could desire in their king; but he also represented their national failings and the inmost defect of their religious life—combining zeal for the religion of Yahweh, and outward conformity to it, with utter want of real heart submission to the Lord and true devotion to him. 
If David was the king ‘after God’s own heart,’ Saul was the king after the people’s heart. What they had asked, they obtained; and what they obtained, must fail; and what failed would prepare for what God had intended.”  [Edersheim]

We all, young and old, must be growing spiritually, or we will want Saul type leaders.

Saul delivered Jabesh-Gilead to begin his reign in glory as the Lord’s captain.

11:1—Nahash the Ammonite besieged Jabesh Gilead. Jabesh elders: “Make a treaty with us, we will be subject to you.”  Nahash: “I will make a treaty with you only on the condition that I gouge out the right eye of every one of you [disabled for war as archers], bringing disgrace on all Israel [as weak, cowardly].” Elders: “Give us 7 days so we can send throughout Israel; if no one comes to rescue us, we will surrender to you.”  (NIV)
When faith is weak, we seek covenants with the world rather than trusting the Lord.

Nahash was over confident—he expected to invade Israel after defeating Jabesh.

11:9—Tell the men of Jabesh: “Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have help.”  Men of Jabesh: “Tomorrow we will come out to you, you may do with us whatever seems good to you.” Saul put the people in 3 companies; they came into the midst of the camp in the morning watch [before 6 am], killed Ammonites until the heat of the day…those who survived were scattered…no two were left together.

Ammon was humiliated by this crushing defeat—Saul was the new national hero!

Saul was firmly established as king by the victory over Ammon.

11:12—People: “Who is he that said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring the men, that we may put them to death.”  Saul: “Not a man shall be put to death, this day the Lord has accomplished deliverance in Israel.” Samuel: “Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom.” All the people went, there they made Saul king before the Lord, offered sacrifices of peace offerings. Saul and all Israel rejoiced greatly.

Saul knew God had given the victory—yet he never learned to trust and obey Him.

Samuel exposed their wrong motives—he challenged them to fault him.

12:2—“I am old, my sons are with you [let them account for their misdeeds, 8:5]. 
Bear witness against me before the Lord and his anointed. Whose ox or donkey have 
I taken, whom have I defrauded or oppressed, from whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes?” People: “You have not defrauded or oppressed us, or taken anything.”  
Samuel: “The Lord is witness against you, his anointed is witness that you have found nothing in my hand.” People: “He is witness.”

John 8:46(Which of you convicts me of sin? 

Despite this, they did not trust the Lord to raise up another judge like Samuel.

Samuel recounted the faithful leaders the Lord had given them.

12:7—I plead with you of all the righteous acts of the Lord for you, your fathers. When Jacob went into Egypt, your fathers cried to the Lord, He sent Moses and Aaron who brought them out of Egypt, settled them in this place. They forgot the Lord their God. He sold them into the hand of Sisera…Philistines…Moab…they cried to the Lord: 
“We have sinned, forsaken the Lord, served the Baals, deliver us from our enemies, we will serve you.” The Lord sent Gideon, Barak, Jephthah, Samuel, and delivered you.
What God has done in the lives of his people is the guarantee of what he will do.

Their enemies would still triumph unless they and their king were faithful to God.

12:12—When you saw Nahash moving against you, you said: “No, we want a king to rule over us”—though the Lord your God was your king. Here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for [sha’al]—the Lord has set a king over you. If you fear the Lord, serve and obey him; if you and the king follow the Lord your God… but if you do not obey the Lord, if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your fathers.  (NIV)

I gave you a king in my anger, and took him away in my wrath [Hosea 13:9].

Samuel called upon the Lord to demonstrate his power as Moses had done.

12:16—Stand still, see this great thing the Lord is about to do before your eyes! Is it not wheat harvest? I will call upon the Lord to send thunder and rain. You will realize what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the Lord when you asked [sha’al] for a king [with wrong motives]. That day the Lord sent thunder and rain. All the people stood in awe of the Lord and Samuel.  The people: “Pray to the Lord your God for your servants that we die not; we have added to all our sins the evil of asking [sha’al] for a king.”  (NIV)

Pro 26:1(In Israel, rain in harvest was as unusual as snow in summer.

The Hebrew word sha’al emphasizes Saul was God’s response to asking for a king.

Samuel would still intercede for them and be a spiritual guide to king and people.

12:20—Do not be afraid [don’t despair], you have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor rescue you. For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people. Far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray [intercede] for you. I will teach you the right way. Be sure to fear the Lord, serve him faithfully with all your heart. Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be swept away.  (NIV)

Samuel had been rejected, but knew it would be wrong not to pray for his brethren.
Spiritual leaders don’t abandon the flock, even when the flock rejects them.

The nation needed forgiveness which only the future priest could provide.

12:24(Fear the Lord, serve him in truth. consider what great things he has done for you.

Acts 3:24(All the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, have also foretold these days. You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘In your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ To you first, God, having raised up his servant Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”

Samuel was a spiritual reformer who transformed the nation.

· Exhorted nation to abandon idols/immorality, serve God with singleness of heart (7:3)

· Made annual circuit to teach word, promote godly living, resolve disputes, give spiritual counsel (7:16)

· Taught nation to reject ungodly rulers, even when they were his own sons (8:5; 12:2)

· Established school of the prophets in place of a degenerate priesthood (10:5; 19:20)

· Wrote constitution of new kingdom to be governed in righteousness (10:25)

· Broke the cycle of nation returning to sin, repeated numerous times in Judges (ch12)

· Wrote book of David’s early acts; helped organize temple worship (1Chr 29:29; 9:22)

There appears to be a gap of 25 years before the events of chapters 13-15.

13:1(During Samuel’s judgeship the Philistines were subdued and made no further incursions into the territory of Israel (7:13). When Saul rescued Jabesh Gilead before commencing his reign, he had 330,000 men in the army (11:8); whereas now there were garrisons of Philistines in the heart of the nation, and Saul’s army was reduced to 3,000 men, with no weapons and no blacksmiths to forge new ones (13:19). Jonathan has grown to manhood and takes the initiative in attacking the Philistine garrisons.

Jonathan smote the Philistine garrison at Geba to rally the men of Israel.

13:2—Saul chose for himself 3000 men of Israel, 2000 with Saul in Michmash, 1000 with Jonathan at Gibeah. Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines in Geba; the Philistines heard of it. Saul blew the trumpet throughout the land: “Let the Hebrews hear.” All Israel heard that Saul had smitten the garrison of the Philistines; Israel had become odious to them. The people were then summoned to Saul at Gilgal.
Jonathan courageously took the initiative in God’s strength—Saul took the credit!

The Philistines responded with massive force—Saul’s men deserted in droves.

13:5—The Philistines assembled to fight Israel with 3000 chariots, 6000 charioteers, soldiers as numerous as sand on the seashore. They went up, camped at Michmash, east of Beth Aven. When the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical, their army hard pressed, they hid in caves, thickets, among the rocks, in pits, cisterns. Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to Gad and Gilead.  (NIV)

Faith needs to be in place and well grounded before life’s trials come upon us.

Saul lacked genuine faith—he failed to obey and lost the kingdom.

13:7—Saul remained at Gilgal, all the troops with him were quaking with fear. He waited 7 days, but he did not come. Saul’s men began to scatter [only 600 remained]. Saul offered up the burnt offering. Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived; Saul went out to greet him. Samuel: “What have you done?”  Saul: “When I saw the men scattering, you did not come at the set time, the Philistines were assembling at Michmash, and I had not sought the Lord’s favor, I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” Samuel: “You acted foolishly. You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you—if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. Now your kingdom will not endure [Jonathan would not succeed him]; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart, and appointed him leader of his people.”  (NIV)

Faith, proven genuine by fire, is more precious than gold.

The Amalekites were implacable enemies—Saul is told to destroy them utterly.

15:1—Samuel: “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel. Now heed the voice of the Lord of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him when he came from Egypt. Go, attack Amalek; utterly destroy all they have; do not spare; kill man, woman, infant, nursing child, ox, sheep, camel, donkey.’”

Destroy sin in our lives during periods of strength—or it will destroy us when weak.

Saul outgrew God’s word—he altered it to fit the occasion.
15:4—Saul, with 200,000 foot soldiers, 10,000 of Judah [30,000, 11:8], came to the city of Amalek; set an ambush in the valley; told Kenites: “Go from among the Amalekites, you showed kindness to Israel when they came up from Egypt.” Saul defeated the Amalekites, from Havilah [near Arabia] to Shur, east of Egypt. Saul and the people spared Agag, best of the sheep, oxen, fatlings, lambs, all that was good, were not willing to destroy them utterly; everything despised, worthless, they utterly destroyed.

Saul honored himself, not God—spared what was pleasing, devoted what was not.

As a parent grieves for a wayward son, the Lord grieved for Saul’s failure as king.

15:10—The word of the Lord came to Samuel: “I regret that I have made Saul king, he has turned back from following me, and has not carried out my commands.” Samuel was distressed, cried out to the Lord all night.
A parent may recognize character traits that will lead to failure—it still causes great grief and heartache when it happens. Samuel was concerned for the future of Israel and pleaded that a way might be found to redeem Saul and spare the nation

Saul set up a monument of his great victory for himself.

15:12—When Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul, he was told: “Saul went to Carmel, set up a monument for himself; he has gone on around, passed by, gone down to Gilgal.” Samuel went to Saul.  Saul: “Blessed are you of the Lord! I have performed the commandment of the Lord.”  Samuel: “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen I hear?”

It appears Saul deliberately tried to avoid Samuel—then claimed he had obeyed!

Saul turned things around—the treachery, deceitfulness of the natural heart.

15:15—Saul: “The people spared the best of the sheep, oxen, to sacrifice to the Lord your God; the rest we utterly destroyed.”  Samuel: “Be quiet! I will tell you what the Lord said last night. When you were little in your own eyes, the Lord anointed you king over Israel? The Lord sent you on a mission: ‘Go, utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, until they are consumed.’ Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?”

The victory had been made to serve Saul’s covetousness, not God’s glory.

Saul refused to admit he had altered the Word.

15:20—Saul: “I did obey the voice of the Lord [as he thought best], went on the mission on which the Lord sent me, brought back Agag king of Amalek, utterly destroyed the Amalekites. The people took some of the spoil [covetousness], sheep, oxen, the choicest of the things devoted to destruction [which therefore could not rightfully be offered], to sacrifice to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”

Saul excused his failure to obey by a pretense of offering sacrifice, like Cain.

Sacrifice without obedience avails nothing.

15:22—Samuel: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, to heed than the fat of rams. Rebellion is as [leads to] the sin of witchcraft [divination]; stubbornness [arrogance] as [leads to] iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he also has rejected you from being king.”

It’s much easier to bring an offering than to bring every thought into obedience and our will into subjection to his; easier to observe rituals than to crucify out natural self.

Saul was concerned for his loss of face with the people if Samuel disowned him.

15:24—Saul: “I have sinned, transgressed the command of the Lord; I feared the people, listened to their voice. Pardon my sin, return with me, that I may worship the Lord.”  Samuel: “I will not; you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you from being king over Israel.” Samuel turned to go, Saul seized his robe, it tore. 

Samuel: “The Lord has torn the kingdom from you today, given it to your neighbor who is better than you. The Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind.”

Saul never learned to do what is right and trust God to control the situation.
Jonathan now knew for certain that he would not succeed his father.

Saul’s confession of wrong doing was shallow and self-serving.

15:30—Saul: “I have sinned; please honor me now before my people; go back with me, that I may worship the Lord your God.” Samuel went back.  Samuel: “Bring me Agag… As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless.” Samuel hewed Agag to pieces before the Lord at Gilgal. Samuel went to Ramah, Saul to Gibeah. Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death; he grieved over Saul. The Lord regretted he had made Saul king.

Saul was the Lord’s anointed—He would dispose of him in his own good time.

Saul was not a bad man according to human standards of action. He was a bad man according to the divine standard. He disobeyed from motives which the merely natural man would consider to be good. He did not recognize the divine will as the rule of action, but acted from human impression of what was nice, convenient, useful; which is all very well where the divine will has not prescribed or prohibited, but is the reverse where God has commanded. The first ingredient of goodness towards God is obedience, springing from knowledge which generates love and fear.  [Visible Hand, p311]
Samuel was concerned for the nation—but the future king had been provided.

16:1—The Lord: “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. I have provided myself a king among his sons.”  Samuel: “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” (Saul’s violence to those who opposed him was well known.)  

The Lord: “Take a heifer with you, say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’”

An open proclamation of David would have brought Saul’s sword down of Bethlehem.

God uses deception to defeat attempts by the wicked to oppose His plan [2Thes 2:11].

The new king would be the Lord’s choice—not the peoples choice.

16:4—Samuel went to Bethlehem, the elders trembled.  Samuel: “I have come peaceably to sacrifice to the Lord. He sanctified Jesse, his sons, invited them to the sacrifice. He looked at Eliab: “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before him.”  The Lord: “Do not look at his appearance, I have refused him. The Lord does not see as man sees; man looks at the outward appearance, the Lord looks at the heart.” Jesse made 7 sons pass.  Samuel: “The Lord has not chosen these.”

He knows our hearts and motives—whether we will do his work in his strength.

David was anointed to replace Saul—a long period of discipline lay ahead.

16:11—Samuel: “Are these all the sons?”  Jesse: “There remains yet the youngest… tending the sheep.”  Samuel: “Send and bring him; we will not sit down until he comes”… He was ruddy, beautiful eyes, handsome appearance.  The Lord: “Arise, anoint him; this is he.” Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him [from among] his brothers; the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.

God’s choice of David over all others was vindicated when Goliath fell, and the nation witnessed his spiritual credentials. But he would be trained by adversity to be the Lord’s king, ruling in his strength.

David fled to Samuel at Ramah to escape Saul’s desperate anger.

19:18—David told him all Saul had done to him. They stayed in Naioth [dwellings]. 
It was told Saul; he sent messengers to take David [3 times], but when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, with Samuel presiding, the Spirit of God came upon them, they also prophesied. Saul went to Naioth, the Spirit of God came upon him; he stripped off his [outer] clothes, prophesied before Samuel, lay down all day, night [allowing David to escape].
The Lord wants lasting change in our lives—not the Saul type that fades quickly.

Samuel’s characteristics during his “old age”

· He did not let his disappointment over the nation’s rejection of him (and God) impact his faithful service.

· He continued to turn to God in prayer in times of crisis, not depending on himself (8:6, 21).

· He did not walk out on the nation after being rejected and witnessing their spiritual decay; he raised his level of service.

· He had a special relationship with God, who communicated freely with him (9:16).

· He humbly submitted his own will to the Father’s, and did all he could to support Saul’s success.

· He was blameless in the eyes of the people, none could cite even a single case of his inappropriate behavior (12:4).

· He continued to pray for the nation, as he had always done (12:23).
All Israel gathered together to Samuel one final time to mourn his passing.

25:1—Samuel died; and all Israel gathered together and mourned for him, and buried him at his home in Ramah. David arose and went down to the Wilderness of Paran.

Acts 13:36(After he had served his own generation by the will of God, he fell asleep.

2Tim 4:7(I have fought a good fight, finished my course, kept the faith. There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

After Samuel’s death, David remained a fugitive, not trusting Saul to spare his life.

Saul’s life ended in utter despair(he sought a medium to learn his fate.

28:15— Samuel: “Why have you disturbed me?”  Saul: “I am greatly distressed; Philistines war against me, God has departed from me, answers me not; make known what I should do.” Samuel: “The Lord has departed from you, become your adversary, torn the kingdom out of your hand, given it to your neighbor, David. You did not obey to execute his fierce wrath on Amalek, the Lord has done this thing to you. Tomorrow you, your sons will be with me; the Lord will give the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines.” Saul fell upon the ground, very afraid; there was no strength in him.

Samuel had always made known to Saul the ways of God: he had resisted until too late.

God’s message did not come through the woman at Endor.

1. She was amazed to see Samuel, and only then realized who Saul was.

2. God’s message passed directly from Samuel to Saul, not through the woman.

3. She was absent during the conversation; came back when Saul fainted.

4. Saul did not see Samuel; he recognized him from her description.

Isa 8:19—When men tell you to consult mediums, who whisper, mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? To the law, testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light. (NIV)

Often in Scripture God employs the delusions of the wicked to their own confusion.

Samuel foreshadowed the future Messiah.

· He was dedicated to God, committed to a life of service, before his conception

· Hannah was a kindred spirit with Mary; both did their part to fulfill God’s purpose

· God took responsibility for raising Samuel and preparing him for lifelong service

· He grew in stature and favor with God and men
· He interceded as high priest and mediator for the nation and was heard by God.

· He was without fault in his dealings with the people; no recorded sin
· God established his credibility through miraculous events

· Nation was in captivity; religious leaders corrupt, temple worship blasphemous

· He warned the high priest that he and the temple would be destroyed

· Rejected by his people after a life of faithful service, yet he still delivered them
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