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Job(Chastening and Perfecting a Son of God


Job—Chastening and Perfecting a Son of God

The book of Job is a living parable exhibiting for all time the purpose of God in chastening those whom He loves that they may develop His character and be partakers of His holiness. The book deals with the problem of evil as it relates to the righteousness of God. It demonstrates that righteousness is of value in itself, apart from what may benefit a man because of it. Paul confirms this principle when he says “godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come”. It was a high honor and privilege for Job to be used by God to demonstrate what true righteousness and faith really is, and to give an example of patient integrity in the face of what appeared to everyone, including Job himself, to be a deliberate divine effort to afflict and torment him to the uttermost.

Job
—A type of the Lord Jesus Christ—A chastened and scourged beloved Son who learned to know and trust God fully and completely through suffering.

Satan—A bitter, jealous adversary of Job, of the same mind as Cain who slew his brother from envy, because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous.

Three Friends—Well meaning but totally misdirected in their accusations against Job.

Elihu—The mediator and type of the Lord Jesus Christ, against whom neither Job or God had anything to say.

Yahweh—The point at which Yahweh intervened in the midst of a great storm is a type of that great crisis when the sons of God will be manifested and receive their inheritance.

Design of the book.

1. To show the character of God.

2. To illustrate and justify His dealings in chastening the righteous.

3. To exhibit in Job the perfecting of a son of God.

4. To indicate in that perfecting work, the nature, place and function of the adversary and the mediator.

The great question of the book—Why do the righteous suffer?

God has a reason and a purpose in the suffering of His people—different reasons at different times, but all working toward their ultimate glorification—often a reason (as here) that it would be impossible for man ever to guess without knowing what was in God’s mind. Suffering purifies and refines the heart. It purges the dross from our character. It creates within us a clean heart and steadfast spirit. It produces wisdom in the inner man. It generates sympathy and empathy for the afflictions of others.

1. The righteous must often suffer if the wicked are to be coaxed away from sin.
2. Suffering tests a man but can lead to a closer view of the righteousness of God.
The great lesson of the book.

“To trust God completely in every circumstance of life, in spite of great affliction and great provocation. To have implicit faith in His love, mercy and justice, despite all appearances to the contrary. Quiet, patient endurance and continuance in well doing under trial honors Him. It is proof that we trust His method of preparing us to be useful servants now and in the Kingdom. Above all, we must unhesitatingly accept the ways of God because He is God; because He has made all things, and knows the reason for all.  He has manifested His infinite power and wisdom in all the beauties and glories of Creation. He proclaims His love and justice and His divinity in His word. The final outcome manifested God’s wisdom and love and compassion. We must have implicit trust that it always will, if we do our part faithfully.”

Job and Christ—Striking parallels:

1. Both outstandingly righteous.

2. Both suffered more intensely than any other recorded.

3. Both held fast, and Yahweh knew they would.

4. Both reduced in shame to lowest level.

5. Both utterly despised and rejected.

6. Both were perfected through suffering.

7. Both suffered to benefit others.

Made perfect by suffering(Both Job and Christ were ‘made perfect by suffering’. Christ, though of unblemished righteousness, was not perfect until he had, in loving and all-trusting obedience, passed through the required suffering and sacrificial death. Job was the most righteous man of his day—a giant of faith and endurance. Still, Job had something to learn, something in which to be developed as he at last freely and humbly confessed. He had to learn that most shattering of all lessons, that human flesh is of no value of itself even when a man is upright, even when he has done his level best to serve his Creator, and that we are saved only by the grace of God in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus, by which His character is developed in us.

Where was the land of Uz?(From the names of the characters and their ancestors, and the place names, the location of Uz lies in the area between the Dead Sea and the desert, or somewhat to the north or south of that—the area of the descendants of Abraham other than through Jacob—generally speaking, the Arabs. Job was of the “men of the East”, a term used of the Arabs, Ishmaelites, Edomites, etc.

The land of Uz:
East of Jordan, bordering the Arabian Desert.

1. Gen 10:23
Uz was the son of Aram, in the line of Shem; or possibly

Gen 22:21
Abraham’s nephew Huz, the firstborn of Nahor.

2. Lam 4:21
Edom was in the land of Uz.

3. Jer 25:20
Uz was included in the judgments on the nations.

The Characters and their Ancestry.

1. Eliphaz the Temanite—Teman was a grandson of Esau (Gen 36:11).

2. Bildad the Shuhite—Shuah was a son of Abraham by Keturah (Gen 25:2).

3. Zophar the Naamathite—Possibly a grandson of Esau (Gen 36:11 LXX).

4. Elihu the Buzite of family of Ram—Buz a son of Nahor, Abraham’s brother; 


Ram was a grandson of Nahor (Gen 22:21).

The Time Period(Most probably during Israel’s stay in Egypt, between Joseph and Moses. All the background and customs and genealogy point to this time.

1. There is no reference to Israel or to the Law.

2. There is a reference to Adam (31:33).

3. There is also a reference to the flood (22:16).

Timeline Abraham to Moses.
Abraham 70 when promises given at Ur (Act 7:2; Gen 12:1)
and 100 when Isaac born Gen 21:15)
30

Isaac 60 when Jacob born (Gen 25:26)
60

Jacob 130 when he goes to Egypt (Gen 47:28)
130

Joseph 39 when Jacob enters Egypt (Gen 41:46; 45:6)
and 110 when he dies (Gen 50:22)
71

Interval between Joseph’s death and Moses’ birth
59

Moses 80 at the exodus and law given at Sinai
80

Total from the promises to the law (Gal 3:17)
430

Total from the birth of Isaac to the exodus (Gen 15:13)
400

Who wrote the Book of Job?

“There is a strong, ancient Jewish tradition that Moses wrote it, or at least made it part of the Scriptures, by the guidance of the Spirit. Moses would have been the logical one to do so. He may well have known Job himself, or Job’s early descendants, during the 40 years he was in Midian. Job was the greatest (therefore best known) of the men of the East, which included Midian. The history of Job would be well known there.”

Certain phrases in Job are peculiar to or characteristic of Moses:

1:3
Gn 26:14
great household
2:12
Ex 9:10
scattered dust toward heaven

1:6
Gn  6:2
Sons of God
42:8
Nm 23:1
7 oxen and 7 rams

1:16
Gn 19:24
fire of God
42:11
Gn 33:19
piece of money

2:5
Gn  2:23
His bone, flesh
42:11
Gn 24:22
earring of gold

2:12
Gn 21:16
Lifted voice, wept
42:15
Nm 27:7
father gave inheritance

Job a real historical figure endorsed by Scripture.

“Here, in the midst of an otherwise Jewish book, is a perfect model of excellence for all time—a man who is not a Jew, not under the Law, who had nothing to do with the Law, nothing to do with Israel. Yet he is referred to by Ezekiel, with Noah and Daniel, as an outstanding example of a righteous man whose intercession saved others (Ezek 14:20). James cites Job as the ultimate example of faithfully enduring suffering. ‘You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful’ (Jas 5:11). It is remarkable that the great typical and exemplary sufferer of the Old Testament is not a Jew, but is of a race which, though closely related, has always been in deep antagonism to the Jews.”

The Companion Bible lists 57 passages from Job quoted or referred to—Examples:

5:13
[Eliphaz]  He catches the wise in their own craftiness.  [1Cor 3:19]

5:17
[Eliphaz]  Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects; therefore do not despise the chastening of the Almighty.  [Pro 3:11; Heb 12:5]

28:28
[Job]  To man He said, “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding.”  [Ps 111:10; Pro 9:10]

Job’s character and his prosperity.

1:1—There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil.

1. Job in Hebrew, is Iyyob from a root Ayab—to persecute, to afflict.

2. Job in Aramaic signifies “a returning one, a penitent”.

His family and his possessions:

7 Sons
(7= complete/perfection, Gen 2:2-3)

3 Daughters
(3= new life, Gen 22:4; 1Cor 15:4)

7,000 sheep

3,000 camels

500 yoke of oxen
(5= God’s grace and favor)

500 female donkeys

The greatest man of all the peoples of the East

Job was the priest of his family.

1:4—His sons would go and feast in their houses, each on his appointed day, and would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” 

1. Noah built an altar and offered burnt offerings (Gen 8:20).

2. Abraham was the spiritual leader of his household (Gen 18:19).

3. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob offered sacrifices (Gen 12:7; 26:25; 33:20).

The Sons of Elohim.

1:6—Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan [the adversary, mg.] also came among them.

This sounds similar to Israel’s annual assemblies when the people gathered for communal worship. Cain and Abel came “in the process of time” [at the end of the days], with their offerings to worship at the cherubim at the East of the Garden.

Sons of Elohim can be:

1. Mortal: Gen 6:4—The sons of Elohim came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them.  John 1:12–But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.
2. Immortal: Job 38:7—[at creation] When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of Elohim shouted for joy.  Ps 89:6–Who in the heavens can be compared to Yahweh? Who among the sons of El can be likened to Yahweh?
It depends on the context. The sons of Elohim in Job were mortal men. The elect now are sons of Elohim, because born of the Spirit word, and in the process of developing the mind of Elohim.

Who was the Adversary?(“He was a mortal member of the ecclesia, who harbored envious thoughts of Job’s prosperity and happiness, not unlike similar situations today. He was not the devil of apostate Christianity, or an evil angel in heaven. He was outwardly religious, but he came to the general assembly with his own form of worship, exactly like Cain, whose envy of Abel led to hatred and murder. He was a personal adversary to Job, who despised and rejected his humility and craven submission to Yahweh, and was bent on exposing His presumed hypocrisy, and bringing him to ruin.”

Lesson—We are not all equal now in talents or temporal possessions. We must trust God and believe that the angels know what they are doing in our individual situations, and that we are being trained by it for eternity.

Where did the adversary come from?

1:7—The Lord said to Satan, “From where do you come?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.”

The Adversary used language that normally applied to the Elohim—

Zech 1:10—The man who stood among the myrtle trees answered, “These are the ones whom the Lord has sent to walk to and fro throughout the earth.”

2Chr 16:9—For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.

The adversary saw no need to reform. It was by his own energy and hard labor that he was what he was. Unlike Job, who had been given his wealth by Yahweh, the Adversary was a self-made man! He had worked for his! He was the strong man. Job for all his wealth, was weak and beholden to Yahweh.

	Job’s “Satan”

Hebrew: The adversary
	Angels

Hebrew: One sent, a messenger

	Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear God for nothing?(stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse you to your face!”(Job 1:9
	Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.(Mt 18:10

	The Lord said to Satan, “You incited me against him, to destroy him without cause.”(Job 2:3
	The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear him, and delivers them.(Ps 34:7

	Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! all that a man has he will give for his life(touch his bone and his flesh, he will curse you to your face!”(Job 2:4
	Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister [do service] for those who will inherit salvation?(Heb 1:14


Bro. John Thomas—Job was a man of substance and power, being “the greatest of all the men of the East”. He was one of “the sons of the Deity” belonging to that generation. There was among them also another man of power, who was nominally a coreligionist, but full of envy and unfriendly feeling towards Job. This is not an unusual circumstance, even in societies reputed apostolic. In these, Satans too often abound, and become adversaries of those they cannot imitate. In Job’s day, there were general gatherings of the men of the East, with the sons of the Deity, at the place where the symbol of Yahweh’s presence was established... Here were two classes of worshippers, the nominal and the true; the former constituting the Satan; the latter consisting of the Sons of Deity, of whom Job was most eminent and conspicuous. [Eureka, vol 4, p82, Logos]
Have you considered my servant Job?—implying he should reconsider and change.
1. My servant Job—if you would be my servant follow his example.
2. None like him on the earth—his obedience is genuine and total.
3. Blameless and upright—without reproach [the 3 friends failed to recognize].
4. Fears Elohim—has respect and regard for His Word.
5. Shuns evil—rejects it, refuses it, turns away from it.
Does Job fear God for nothing?

1:9—Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear God for nothing? Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, his possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”

Implying that Job’s great piety was self-serving; that his real motive for fearing Yahweh was self-benefit; that he was well paid for his right living. He was scoffing at Job’s faith, but also at what he perceived to be God’s method of making sons—by rewarding faithful service with bountiful prosperity in this life.

Why did Yahweh permit this great evil to come upon the righteous Job?

1:12—So the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.

1. To prove the Adversary wrong and to induce him (and everyone like him) to change their ways and conform their lives to the example of His righteous servant Job. A suffering sinner could never have convinced the adversary of the need for reform.
2. Because Yahweh knew that Job would hold fast and be perfected through suffering.
Faithful men/women are delivered into the hands of the wicked, even Jesus himself.

Job 16:11(God has delivered me to the ungodly, and turned me over to wicked hands. 
Dan 7:25(He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, persecute the saints of the Most High; the saints shall be given into his hand for a time, times, half a time.
Acts 2:23(Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death.

The righteous, the wise and their works are in the hand of God (Eccl 9:1).

Job was intended to discern God’s hand:

1. The Sabeans attack
[Man]

3. The Chaldeans attack
[Man]

2. The lighting strikes
[God] 

4. The tornado strikes
[God]

Four times—“I alone have escaped to tell you.” God was doing it—the signs were there, as they often are for us in our distress and affliction. We can conclude that—

1. We are being disciplined harshly and unfairly, which we don’t deserve and Yahweh has turned against us; or
2. An all-wise and loving Father is chastening us for our essential good and for the benefit of others, and we need to patiently endure and learn to cooperate with Him.
Job’s reaction was total, unhesitating acceptance and worship.

1:20—Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshipped. “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.

1. He tore his robe to say he was heart broken.

2. He shaved his head in repudiation of every sin, and to express his determination to make a new beginning and resume fellowship with Yahweh.

3. He fell to the ground and worshipped, surrendering totally into the hands of God.

The greatness of Job’s trials is the measure of his character—only through sufferings which would have destroyed us could Job be tested fully.

The adversary had been proved wrong about Job.

2:1—Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came among them to present himself before the Lord. The Lord said to Satan, “From where do you come?” Satan answered, “From going to and fro on the earth, from walking back and forth on it.” Then the Lord said, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless, upright man… Still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause” [for no reason, undeservedly; which will be misconstrued by nearly all].

“(yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, afflicted” (Isa 53:4).

The Adversary protested that Job’s trial had not gone far enough.

2:4—Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”

The Adversary accused Job of being utterly selfish—willing to suffer the loss of his family and possessions if he could save his own skin!

Job is tested to the uttermost!

2:6—The Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. And he took for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes.

The Adversary was convinced Job’s devotion to God would vanish if He extended the trial to his person. Job would then find no further profit in God and would renounce Him. Faced with intense suffering and certain death after prolonged pain, would he hold fast his confidence firm unto the end?

All knew that God had brought the evil upon Job.

Adversary:  1:11(Stretch out Your hand and touch( (2:5)

Job:  1:21(The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. (2:10)


6:4(The arrows of the Almighty are within me.


9:17(He crushes me(multiplies my wounds without cause.


10:8(Your hands made me(yet You would destroy me.


19:6(Know then that God has wronged me.


27:2(As God lives, who has taken away my justice.

Friends:  5:17(Do not despise the chastening of the Almighty.


8:4(He has cast your sons away for their transgression.


11:6(God exacts from you less than your iniquity deserves.

God:  2:3(You incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause.


42:11(All the adversity that the Lord had brought upon him.

All of Job’s afflictions were controlled by God with great precision:
the Sabeans, lightning, Chaldeans, tornado, leprosy.

His wife was not a helper when he needed her the most.

2:9—Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold to your integrity? Curse God and die!” [Keep on serving God and die!] But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

James 3:2,8—We all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. But no man can tame the tongue. 

The friends came (2:11)(“Time dragged on wearily, with Job lying in misery in the ashes (dung-heap, LXX), until his three friends heard of his calamities, and assembled to comfort him. They were so struck with his misery and dreadful appearance that they sat around him in silence for seven days. They were dismayed because they were unable to reconcile their previous belief in Job’s righteousness, of which God’s blessings were evident proof, with the obvious fact that God was now treating him as a grievous sinner. It is evident from the debate that follows that the discussions between Yahweh and the adversary were not known to Job and his friends.”

Three important principles emerge from this prologue:

1. Righteousness is of value in itself, apart from what may come to us because of it.
2. To induce the wicked to forsake sin, the righteous may have to suffer.
3. Out of suffering can come a better appreciation of the righteousness of God.
Job’s crushing avalanche of affliction.

“Job’s afflictions were many and cumulative. They would quickly have destroyed a lesser man. In evaluating Job and what he at times says, we must strive to comprehend the extent to which he was afflicted and put to the test in so many ways at once. First, he lost all his possessions and livelihood. In swift succession, calamity upon calamity fell crushingly upon him. And with it, he lost his whole cherished family of 10 beloved children in what was obviously a direct divine blow, unexplained and unprovoked. His reaction was perfect, unhesitating, total acceptance and worship. ‘The Lord gave, the Lord has taken away, blessed be the Name of the Lord.’ Then, in seeming heartless response by God, he was smitten from head to foot with the most painful, loathsome disease known to man, inevitably fatal in terrible suffering in the natural course, a particularly repulsive form of consuming, deforming leprosy, universally regarded as a manifestation of God’s especial wrath. At this point he found himself cast out of the city, consigned to the refuse heap to die a lingering death.”

Job’s Initial Speech—A cry for extinction of being.

3:1,11,13—After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. “May the day perish on which I was born, and the night in which it was said, ‘A male child is conceived.’ Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb? For now I would have lain still and been quiet…I would have been at rest.”

Jeremiah too cursed the day of his birth and despaired that he had ever lived (Jer 20).

Why must one live who is hopelessly diseased and longs for death?

3:20—Why is light given to him who is in misery, and life to the bitter of soul, who long for death, but it does not come, and search for it more than hidden treasures; who rejoice exceedingly, and are glad when they can find the grave? Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden, and whom God has hedged in? For the thing I greatly feared has come upon me, and what I dreaded has happened to me.

“There was an uneasiness in Job’s relationship with God, an uncertainty about His ways. He had ‘heard of Him’, but had not yet ‘seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful’. Perfected love casts out fear—because it is based upon actual experience of His goodness and trust in His ways (1John 4:18).

FIRST CYCLE OF SPEECHES

The friends, in their replies to Job’s lamentations and protestations, had but one theme—Job was suffering, therefore he must be a sinner. According to their understanding of God’s ways, prosperity or affliction in this life is in direct proportion to our righteousness or our sinfulness. Their premise proceeded from the theory of exact retribution and was based on a syllogism—two premises and a conclusion that follows necessarily from them:

1. All suffering is the punishment of sin.

2. Job was a great sufferer.

3. Therefore, Job was a great sinner.

But their first premise was false—all suffering is not punishment for sin;
it may be intended to test and improve a man.

Eliphaz’ First Speech—Since Job is perishing he cannot be innocent.

4:7—Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? [Abel!] Or where were the upright ever cut off? Even as I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the same. By the blast of God they perish, by the breath of His anger they are consumed.

Eliphaz said his wisdom had come in a vision of the night (4:12). It may have been a dream of his own mind, but it was not a vision from Yahweh..

Eliphaz spoke many truthful precepts—but he used them to insinuate Job’s guilt.

4:17—Can a mortal be more righteous than God?(a man more pure than his Maker?

5:13—He catches the wise in their own craftiness, and the counsel of the cunning comes quickly upon them.

5:17—Happy the man whom God corrects…do not despise the Almighty’s chastening.

Eliphaz intended to offer comfort and counsel to Job, but instead he wounded him with false accusations. His speech failed in its purpose when made to fit a righteous man.

Job answers Eliphaz—His complaint is justified.

6:2,14—Oh, that my grief [anguish, impatience]  were fully weighed, and my calamity laid with it on the scales! For then it would be heavier than the sand of the sea—therefore my words have been rash [impetuous]. For the arrows of the Almighty are within me; my spirit drinks in their poison; the terrors of God are arrayed against me. To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend, even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty. My brothers have dealt deceitfully like a brook, like the streams of the brooks that pass away… when it is hot, they vanish from their place.

A time for restraint and gentleness.

6:25,29—How forceful are right words! But what does your arguing prove? Do you intend to rebuke my words, and the speeches of a desperate one, which are as wind? Yield now, let there be no injustice! Yes, concede, my righteousness still stands!

Gal 6:1—If a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.

People may say things in severe suffering that require love and forbearance.

His suffering is unremitting; he protests God’s inexplicable treatment.

7:3,11,17—I have been allotted months of futility, nights of misery have been assigned to me. My body is clothed with worms and scabs, my skin is broken and festering. I will speak out in the anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. What is man that You make so much of him, that You give him so much attention, that You examine him every morning and test him every moment? Will You never look away from me, or let me alone even for an instant? If I have sinned, what have I done to You, O watcher of men? Why have You made me your target?  Have I become a burden to You? Why do You not pardon my offenses and forgive my sins?  (NIV)
Bildad’s First Speech—Does God pervert justice?

8:2—How long will you speak these things, and the words of your mouth be like a strong wind? Does God subvert judgment? Does the Almighty pervert justice? If your sons have sinned against Him, he has cast them away for their transgression. If you would earnestly seek God and make your supplication to the Almighty, if you were pure and upright, surely He would awake for you, and prosper your rightful dwelling place.

Eliphaz had been courteous and self-restrained. Bildad was bold and less kind.

Job answers Bildad—God is too powerful and won’t let him establish his innocence.

9:2,10,14—Truly I know it is so, but how can a man be righteous before God? He does great things past finding out, yes, wonders without number.  How then can I answer Him, and choose my words to reason with Him? For though I were righteous, I could not answer Him; I would beg mercy of my Judge. If I called and He answered me, I would not believe that He was listening to my voice. For He crushes me with a tempest, and multiplies my wounds without cause.  

In his despair he complains against God’s injustice.

9:21,28—I am blameless [God used same word of Job in 1:8; 2:3], yet I do not know myself; I despise my life. It is all one thing; therefore I say, “He destroys the blameless and the wicked.” If the scourge slays suddenly, he laughs at the plight of the innocent. The earth is given into the hand of the wicked. He covers the faces of its judges. If it is not He, who else could it be? I am afraid of [in dread of]  all my sufferings; I know that You will not hold me innocent. If I am condemned, why then do I labor in vain?  

Job had been counting too much on his own righteousness and was compelled to charge Yahweh with injustice in order to preserve it.

The core of the problem—there is no mediator.

9:32—He is not a man, as I am, that I may answer Him, that we should go to court together. Nor is there any mediator between us, who may lay his hand on us both [to represent God and Job, setting forth equitably the claims of both]. Let Him take His rod away from me, do not let dread of Him terrify me. Then I would speak and not fear Him.  

Job complains bitterly of God’s treatment of him.

10:1—My soul loathes my life; I will give free course to my complaint, I will speak in the bitter-ness of my soul. I will say to God, “Do not condemn me; show me why You contend with me.” 

1. Did God gain pleasure from the exercise of arbitrary power?  (10:3)
2. Was it possible that God’s view of things was as defective as man’s?  (10:4)
3. Was God’s time limited like man’s, and didn’t He know whether Job would remain faithful if left to himself, and was He therefore determined, before His own time expired, to force out of Job any sin that might be in him?  (10:5)
God’s present treatment of Job contradicts His care in creating him.

10:8,12—Your hands shaped me and made me. Will You now turn and destroy me? You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in your providence watched over my spirit. But this is what You concealed in your heart, and I know that this was in your mind—if I sinned, You would be watching me and would not let my offense go unpunished. If I am guilty—woe to me! Even if I am innocent, I cannot lift my head, for I am full of shame and drowned in my affliction. If I hold my head high, You stalk me like a lion and again display your awesome power against me. You bring new witnesses against me and increase your anger toward me; your forces come against me wave upon wave.  Why then did You bring me out of the womb?  (NIV)
Zophar’s First Speech—Job is urged to repent or die as the wicked.

“Job had reasoned from the basis that 1) there was a law of exact retribution, and 2) he was innocent of major transgression. The result he arrived at on the evidence appeared unassailable—that the supposed law of equal retribution was wrong and that, on the contrary, God’s rule was capricious and indiscriminate. In rebuttal, all Zophar could say was that Job was unaware of his sins, but God was aware of them. If God spoke to Job, he would be made aware of his sins because God’s knowledge of Job was greater that his knowledge of himself. Zophar used the tactics of assertion rather than reason, and condemned Job on an unknown charge that had been assumed but not proved!”

Job had received less from God than his sins deserved!

11:4,13,20—You have said, “My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in your eyes”. Oh, that God would speak, and open His lips against you, that He would show you the secrets of wisdom! Know that God exacts from you less than your iniquity deserves. If you would prepare your heart, and stretch out your hands toward Him; if iniquity were in your hand, and you put it far away, and would not let wickedness dwell in your tents; then surely you could lift up your face without spot; yes, you could be steadfast, and not fear. The eyes of the wicked will fail, and they shall not escape, and their hope—loss of life.  

Zophar unwittingly anticipated Yahweh’s discourses.

11:7—Can you search out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than heaven—what can you do? Deeper than Sheol—what can you know? Their measure is longer than the earth and broader than the sea.  

Lesson—Job was not then giving the proper weight to Yahweh’s vastly superior wisdom, but this was the very line of reasoning which in the end brought him to repentance. We need to discern wheat from chaff, and not turn a deaf ear to God’s efforts to instruct us in however unexpected ways and at whatever inopportune times.

Job answers Zophar—He reacts with sarcasm and scorn.

12:2,7—No doubt you are the people, and wisdom will die with you! But I have understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you. Indeed, who does not know such things as these? But now ask the beasts, and they will teach you; and the birds of the air, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you; and the fish of the sea will explain to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this, in whose hand is the life of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind?  

Job acknowledged God’s sovereignty—the negative aspects of His power, wisdom.

1. His power is absolute—no one can change what He does (12:13 NIV).
2. The destructive forces of nature (12:15).
3. Judges become fools and priests are humiliated (12:17,19).
4. Trusted advisers (his friends) are silenced, elders deprived of good sense (12:20).
5. Rulers are scorned and great nations destroyed (12:21,23).
Eliphaz had claimed that God always used His power in positive ways (5:10-16).

The friends were guilty of lying about Job.

13:2,7,12—What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you. But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God. You, however, smear me with lies; you are worthless physicians, all of you! Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf? Will you speak deceitfully for him? Will you show him partiality? Will you argue the case for God? Your maxims are proverbs of ashes; your defenses are defenses of clay. (NIV)
Job still believed great suffering implied sinfulness—the crux of his dilemma.

13:15,20—Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. Even so, I will defend my own ways before Him. Only two things do not do to me, then I will not hide myself from You—withdraw Your hand far from me, and let not the dread of You make me afraid. Then call, and I will answer; or let me speak, then You respond to me. How many are my iniquities and sins? Make me know my transgression and my sin. Why do You hide Your face, and regard me as Your enemy? For You write bitter things against me, and make me inherit the iniquities of my youth.  

Man is sinful by birth—let him alone to live out his few days.

14:1—Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes forth like a flower and fades away; he flees like a shadow and does not continue. And do You open Your eyes on such a one, and bring me to judgment with Yourself? Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one! Since his days are determined, the number of his months is with You; you have appointed his limits, so that he cannot pass. Look away from him that he may rest, till like a hired man he finishes his day.  

This is an important concept—for God to look away is the exact opposite of what we need and must have. He has a limited time to transform us and perfect us for eternity.

There is more hope for a tree cut down than there is for a man.

14:7—There is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again…But man dies and is laid away; indeed he breathes his last and where is he? As water disappears from the sea, and a river becomes parched and dries up, so man lies down and does not rise.  

Appoint me a set time and remember me.

14:13—Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, (conceal me until Your wrath is past, that You would appoint me a set time [set time to favor Zion, Ps 102:13], and remember me! If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard service I will wait, till my change comes. You shall call, and I will answer You; You shall desire [Heb. kasaph=to be pale; hence, to pine, long after, RSV, CB] the work of Your hands.  

In considering what Job said...

“It would be expected that in dire trouble even a faithful person will have conflicting feelings and express thoughts which are inconsistent with what he knows in his heart to be the truth. This was the case with Job. What is clear, however, is that throughout his ordeal Job never lost his trust in the Lord and always clung to his hope of the future reward of faithfulness. This can be seen as a thread running through his speeches.”

SECOND CYCLE OF SPEECHES

“In the second debate, whilst Job’s three friends maintain the old concept of retribution, they make no real progress from their earlier position. They simply restate it, but from another direction. Previously, they had dwelt on God’s character—Eliphaz upon His Moral purity, Bildad upon His discriminating uprightness and Zophar upon His Omniscience, revealed in His dealings with men. Now they fixed upon how God governed His world, describing more meticulously the fate of the wicked—their clear object being to hold up a picture and to have Job see himself in it.”

Eliphaz’ Second Speech—Judgment does occur NOW for the wicked.

15:20,24,34—The wicked man writhes with pain all his days, and the number of years is hidden from the oppressor. Dreadful sounds are in his ears; in prosperity the destroyer comes upon him. Trouble and anguish make him afraid; they overpower him, like a king ready for battle. For he stretches out his hand against God, and acts defiantly against the Almighty. For the company of hypocrites [the godless] will be barren, and fire will consume the tents of bribery [the corrupt].”  

Their own iniquity gives birth to retribution that exactly fits their crimes.

Job answers Eliphaz—he had said nothing new.

16:2—I have heard many such things; miserable comforters are you all! Shall words of wind have an end? What provokes you that you answer? I could speak as you do, if your soul were in my soul’s place. I could heap up words against you, and shake my head at you. But I would strengthen you(the comfort of my lips would relieve your grief.  

There are times when our thinking is so fixed and we are so sure we’re right, that it doesn’t occur to us to pause and pray and plead for a right understanding.

God had estranged him from his friends.

16:7—He has worn me out; (made desolate all my company. You have shriveled me up, and it is a witness against me; my leanness rises up against me and bears witness to my face. He tears me in His wrath, and hates me; he gnashes at me with His teeth; my adversary sharpens His gaze on me. They gape at me with their mouth [like Christ, 
Ps 22:13], they strike me reproachfully on the cheek, they gather together against me. God has delivered me to the ungodly, and turned me over to the hands of the wicked.

Not the 3 friends, but those who envied his prosperity and rejoiced at his misfortune.

Job was confident his Advocate would vindicate him.

16:18—Earth, cover thou not my blood, let my cry find no resting-place! Even now behold in heaven is my Witness, One who acknowledgeth me is in the heights! Though the mockers of me are my friends—to Eloah mine eyes pour forth tears, that He may decide for man against Eloah, and for the son of man against his friend. (Keil/Delitzsch)

Job wanted two things:

1. That God would declare him right and admit He had wrongly held him guilty.
2. That his neighbors would admit they, too, had wrongly held him guilty by reasoning from God’s treatment of him.
Job was certain that death was near—but he still held fast to his integrity.

17:1,6—My spirit is broken, my days are extinguished, the grave is ready for me. He has made me a byword of the people, I have become one in whose face men spit. My eye has grown dim because of sorrow, all my members are like shadows. Upright men are astonished at this, the innocent stirs himself up against the hypocrite. Yet the righteous will hold to his way, and he who has clean hands will be stronger and stronger.

Bildad’s Second Speech—the doctrine of retribution DOES operate.

18:5,8,11,19,21—The light of the wicked indeed goes out, the flame of his fire does not shine. He is cast into a net by his own feet, he walks into a snare. Terrors frighten him on every side, drive him to his feet. His strength is starved, destruction is ready at his side. It devours patches of his skin; the firstborn of death devours his limbs. He has neither son nor posterity among his people, nor any remaining in his dwellings. Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked, this is the place of him who does not know God. 

Bildad held up the fate of the wicked as a mirror in which Job might see himself.

Job answers Bildad—God had wronged him and men took their cue from this.

19:2,5,21—These ten times you have reproached me; you are not ashamed that you have wronged me. If indeed you magnify yourselves against me, and plead my disgrace against me, know then that God has wronged me, and has surrounded me with His net. If I cry out concerning wrong, I am not heard. If I cry aloud, there is no justice. He has fenced up my way, so that I cannot pass; He has set darkness in my paths. He has stripped me of my glory [righteousness], taken the crown [godliness] from my head. Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has struck me!  

Job was confident that God would vindicate him after death.

19:25—I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; and after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 

Redeemer: Gaal in Heb—to redeem, as next of kin; avenge, deliver; Ps 19:14; 103:2.

Zophar’s Second Speech—The judgment of the wicked is swift.

20:4,11,18,22,29—Surely you know how it has been from of old, since man was placed on the earth, the mirth of the wicked is brief, the joy of the godless lasts but a moment. The youthful vigor that fills his bones will lie with him in the dust. What he toiled for he must give back uneaten; he will not enjoy the profit from his trading. In the midst of his plenty, distress will overtake him; the full force of misery will come upon him. When he has filled his belly, God will vent his burning anger against him, rain down his blows upon him. Such is the fate God allots the wicked, the heritage appointed for them. 

Zophar had presented a word picture in which Job was to see himself!

Job answers Zophar—Why then do the wicked prosper?

21:7,13,17,34—Why do the wicked live and become old, yes, become mighty in power? 
Their descendants are established with them in their sight, and their offspring before their eyes. Their houses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them. They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave. Yet they say to God, “Depart from us, for we do not desire the knowledge of Your ways. Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him? And what profit do we have if we pray to Him?” How often is the lamp of the wicked put out? How often does their destruction come upon them, the sorrows God distributes in His anger? How then can you comfort me with empty words, since falsehood remains in your answers?  

THIRD CYCLE OF SPEECHES

“Job’s final speech in round two destroyed the foundations of his friends’ argument concerning retribution. At the same time, there had been awakened in Job himself a profounder knowledge and keener faith, a conviction concerning divine justice that carried with it future assurance, the inevitability of God’s intervention to right his wrongs—and with this conviction, Job’s turmoil lessened and his serenity returned. Their thesis gone, it was inevitable that the three friends should be quickly silenced. 
A desperate last defense by Eliphaz, filled with wild, unsupportable accusations; 
a reply from Job that easily confuted him; a few words (mostly heard before) from Bildad; a brief reply by Job, and Zophar failed to come forward.”

Eliphaz’ Third Speech—God would not punish him without good cause.

22:4,9,15,23—Is it for your piety that he rebukes you and brings charges against you? Is not your wickedness great? Are not your sins endless? You demanded security from your brothers for no reason; you stripped men of their clothing, leaving them naked. You gave no water to the weary and you withheld food from the hungry, and you sent widows away empty-handed and broke the strength of the fatherless.  [Job denied these charges, 29:12-13; 31:16-19]. Will you keep to the old path that evil men have trod? They were carried off before their time, their foundations washed away by a flood. If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored: if you remove wickedness far from your tent. (NIV)
Job answers Eliphaz—God’s treatment of him is incomprehensible.

23:10—He knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way without turning aside. I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? He does whatever he pleases. He carries out his decree against me, and many such plans he still has in store. That is why I am terrified before him; when I think of all this, I fear him. God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me. (NIV)

God’s moral rule in the world is equally incomprehensible.

24:1,12—Why does the Almighty not set times for judgment? Why must those who know him look in vain for such days? Men move boundary stones; they pasture flocks they have stolen. They drive away the orphan’s donkey and take the widow’s ox in pledge.  They thrust the needy from the path and force all the poor of the land into hiding. Like wild donkeys in the desert, the poor go about their labor of foraging food… Lacking clothes, they spend the night naked; they have nothing to cover themselves in the cold. The groans of the dying rise from the city, and the souls of the wounded cry out for help.  But God charges no one with wrongdoing.  (NIV)
Bildad’s Third Speech—How can any man be righteous?

25:2,4—Dominion and awe belong to God; he establishes order in the heights of heaven. How can a man be righteous before God? How can one born of woman be pure?

“The sheer pressure of Job’s logic, when applied to the facts of experience, left nothing to be said in favor of the theory of retribution. But Job himself had believed in the theory, and because of that had charged God with injustice. Therefore, though victorious, his victory was a hollow one that pulled down the old concept, but put nothing in its place, and if his friends were defeated, he was bewildered.”

Job answers Bildad—God is great but is incomprehensible to man.

26:7,10,12,14—He stretches out the north over empty space; he hangs the earth on nothing. He binds up the water in His thick clouds, yet the clouds are not broken under it. He drew a circular horizon on the face of the waters, at the boundary of light and darkness. He stirs up the sea with His power, and by His understanding He breaks up the storm. Indeed these are the mere edges of His ways, and how small a whisper we hear of Him! But the thunder of His power who can understand?  

Job’s greatest agony—God’s seeming rejection of him.

“Job was dismayed because he could not reconcile his thoughts of God and his own innocence with the tragedy of his life. All forsook him in his extremity. But his greatest agony was not in his sufferings, nor in his rejection by all men, but in God’s apparent rejection and enmity. Again and again he implores God for but one word of hope or comfort or recognition, but is met with total silence, and increased oppression. To judge what he says, we must consider all he said, and the order in which he said it; it is all too easy to get his cries of anguish out of proportion, as if they were the studied and final conclusions reached coolly and theoretically in ease and comfort.”

Why such dreadful affliction?

“His complaints were not against God’s overall justice, but against His seeming injustice in the affairs of this life—especially that one who tried so hard to obey should be picked out for the most terrible of afflictions, while all men gloated, and the wicked were at ease. Job knew that at last all would be righted, but why this dreadful, unprovoked affliction of a righteous, faithful man? The friends fall silent. Job restates his case at length with great power and beauty: conceding that the wicked are finally punished; conceding God’s infinite might and understanding; that man’s whole wisdom is to fear God and depart from evil—but again long and stoutly declaring his own righteousness, and crying for the opportunity of debating his case with God, confident of victory.”

Job’s First Monologue—He holds fast to his integrity.

27:2—As God lives, who has taken away my justice, the Almighty, who has made my soul bitter, as long as my breath is in me, and the breath of God in my nostrils, my lips will not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit. Far be it from me that I should say you are right; till I die I will not put away my integrity from me. My righteousness 
I hold fast, and will not let it go; my heart shall not reproach me as long as I live.

1Cor 4:4—I know nothing against myself, yet I am not justified; the Lord judges me.

Job doesn’t dispute the ultimate fate of the wicked.
27:8,13—What hope has the godless when he is cut off, when God takes away his life? Does God listen to his cry when distress comes upon him? Will he find delight in the Almighty? Will he call upon God at all times? Here is the fate God allots to the wicked, the heritage a ruthless man receives from the Almighty—however many his children, their fate is the sword; his offspring will never have enough to eat. The plague will bury those who survive him, and their widows will not weep for them. (NIV)
“Job held up a portrait of the ungodly to show them he did not fit that image. Unable to see through the mystery of his affliction, he still held on to his fear of God.”

Man searches out many things but cannot discover wisdom.

28:1,12,15,23,28—There is a mine for silver, a place where gold is refined. Iron is taken from the earth, copper is smelted from ore. But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding dwell? It cannot be bought with the finest gold, nor can its price be weighed in silver. God understands the way to it, he alone knows where it dwells. He said to man, “The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, to shun evil is understanding”. (NIV)
“Man is ingenious and industrious in acquiring earth’s treasures, but can’t buy wisdom with material things. God alone owns wisdom and man’s wisdom is submission to Him, even though he cannot fathom the ways of God.”

Job’s Second Monologue—His final summary and appeal.

Part 1, Chap 29—Recounts his former happiness, wealth and honor.
Part 2, Chap 30—Contrasts his present misery and loss of everything.
Part 3, Chap 31—Solemnly repudiates evil, and appeals for God to meet him.

29:2—Oh, that I were as in months past, as in the days when God watched over me; when His lamp shone upon my head, and when by His light I walked through darkness; just as I was in the days of my prime, when the friendly counsel of God was over my tent; when the Almighty was yet with me, when my children were around me.  

It was his love of others that drew men to him.

29:7,11,14—When I went to the gate of the city( whoever heard me spoke well of me, (because I rescued the poor who cried for help, the fatherless who had none to assist him. I put on righteousness as my clothing; justice was my robe. I was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame. I was a father to the needy; I took up the case of the stranger.  (NIV)
“In all this there is a suggestion of Job’s overconfidence in his own righteousness.”

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

30:1,9,16,19—Now they mock at me, men younger than I, whose fathers I disdained to put with the dogs of my flock. I am their taunting song; yes, I am their byword. They abhor me, keep far from me; do not hesitate to spit in my face. Because He has loosed my bowstring and afflicted me, they have cast off restraint before me. Now my soul is poured out because of my plight; the days of affliction take hold of me. My bones are pierced in me at night, and my gnawing pains take no rest. He has cast me into the mire, and I have become like dust and ashes. I cry out to You, but You do not answer me.  

Job’s final denial of error and appeal to God.

31:5—If I have walked with falsehood, or if my foot has hastened to deceit, let me be weighed in a just balance, that God may know my integrity [admit my innocence].  

Job was still counting too much upon his own righteousness. He saw his relationship with God to be dependent upon his godliness, without recognizing any goodness he had acquired was a reflection of God’s righteousness—His character, His attributes. Job was relying on personal merit as earning a right to God’s favor, rather than seeing God’s grace as the means of developing faith and obedience. We have no righteousness of our own, apart from His righteousness which He develops in us.

ELIHU prepares Job for the final revelation from God. He introduces the idea that suffering is not only for punishment of the wicked, as the friends contended, but has many uses in the love and wisdom of God for His sons and daughters:

1. Constructive discipline of a loving Father, with great skill and gentleness.
2. Strengthening by training and rigor.
3. Manifesting and deepening faith in Him under trial.
4. Purification—especially purification.
5. Making perfect.
Suffering can and must lead to greater understanding, and thus be a blessing.

Elihu’s vital role—It was Elihu’s part to enlarge Job’s understanding that it is by God’s grace we are saved through faith; not of ourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast (Eph 2:9). Elihu’s approach to Job’s problem was entirely different from the three friends. Unlike them he made no condemnation of Job’s former life. He was concerned with Job’s attitude toward God in what he heard him say. He was angry with Job, “because he justified himself rather than God;” and he was angry with the three friends, “because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job” (32:2,3).

Elihu was concerned with two major issues—

1. That God’s righteousness was to be upheld rather than Job’s.
2. That suffering and affliction were intended to purify and draw men to God.
“Elihu’s speech prepared Job for God’s final appearance, and prevented 
what might have been a catastrophic protestation of innocence before Him. 
It was so arranged that God took over at the crucial moment.”

Elihu’s charges against Job were based upon what he heard him say—

32:2
Job justified himself rather than God 

27:2-6
(40:8)

33:10
Job accused God of being his enemy 

13:24

33:13
Job is striving against God

23:4
(40:2)

34:5
God has taken away his judgment 

27:2

34:9
It profits a man nothing to delight in God
9:22-24

34:35
Job has spoken without knowledge 

42:3
(38:2)

34:37
Job is rebelling against God 

10:2-3
(40:5)

35:2
Job’s righteousness is more than God’s 

23:7

35:3
There is no profit in not sinning 

9:29-31

Elihu’s First Speech—God is greater than man—therefore, it was improper for Job to strive against God because God did not explain Himself.

33:8—I have heard the sound of your words, saying, “I am pure, without transgression; I am innocent, and there is no iniquity in me. Yet He finds occasions against me, he counts me as His enemy; He puts my feet in the stocks, He watches all my paths.” 
Look, in this you are not righteous. I will answer you, for God is greater than man. 
Why do you contend with Him? He does not give an accounting of any of His words.  

It would be inappropriate for God to have to give an explanation for every step in the process of developing us for eternity.

God works to save man:
1)  By Revelation:  33:14—For God may speak in one way, or in another, yet man does not perceive it. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls upon men, while slumbering on their beds, then He opens the ears of men, and seals their instruction. In order to turn man from his deed, and conceal pride from man, He keeps back his soul from the Pit, and his life from perishing by the sword.  

2)  By Suffering:  33:19—Man is also chastened with pain on his bed, and with strong pain in many of his bones so that his life abhors bread, and his soul succulent food. His flesh wastes away from sight, and his bones stick out which once were not seen. His soul draws near the Pit, and his life to the executioners.

3)  By Ransom:  33:23—If there is a messenger for him, a mediator, one among a thousand, to show man His [God’s]uprightness, then He is gracious to him, and says, “Deliver him from going down to the Pit; I have found a ransom” [one who submits to suffering to turn others from sin]. His flesh shall be young like a child’s, he shall return to the days of his youth. He shall pray to God, and He will delight in him, he shall see His face with joy, for He restores to man His righteousness. He says, “I have sinned, and perverted what was right, and it did not profit me” [was not recompensed to me]. He will redeem his soul from going down to the Pit, and his life shall see the light. God works all these things…with a man(that he may be enlightened with the light of life.

Elihu and Paul on the atonement(“Elihu explains the redemptive work of God in terms which might have formed Paul’s text for Rom 3:21-26, where he sets out the fundamental principle upon which atonement is made possible between God and sinful man. Elihu declares that God uses three ways in dealing with man: (1) by revelation; (2) by discipline; (3) by ransom. For the third, there must be a messenger of God, one who is unique in this work, who declares to man God’s uprightness. God then declares that He has found a ransom, and on man turning to God, seeking after Him, God will render to man His righteousness. A man confessing his sin is delivered from death.” [JC 1950:359]
Elihu’s 2nd Speech—God knows what’s happening.

34:5,10,21,23—Job has said, “I am righteous, but God has taken away my justice.” Far be it from God to do wickedness, from the Almighty to commit iniquity. He repays man according to his work, makes man to find a reward according to his way. God will never do wickedly, nor will the Almighty pervert justice. Who gave Him charge over the earth? Who appointed Him over the whole world? If He should set His heart on it, if He should gather to Himself His spirit and His breath, all flesh would perish together, and man would return to dust. For His eyes are on the ways of man, and He sees all his steps. For He need not further consider a man, that he should go before God in judgment.

Elihu’s 3rd Speech—Righteousness does profit a man.

35:2—Do you think this is right? Do you say, “My righteousness is more than God’s?” For you say, “What advantage will it be to You? What profit shall I have, more than if 
I had sinned?” I will answer you, and your companions with you. Look to the heavens, and see; and behold the clouds—they are higher than you. If you sin, what do you accomplish against Him? Or, if your transgressions are multiplied, what do you do to Him? If you are righteous, what do you give Him? Or what does He receive from your hand? Your wickedness affects a man such as you, and your righteousness a son of man  

The oppressed cry out to God, but do not seek to know Him or to understand His way of chastening or their need to be improved by it.

35:9—Men cry out under a load of oppression; they plead for relief from the arm of the powerful. But no one says, “Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night, who teaches more to us than to the beasts of the earth and makes us wiser than the birds of the air?” He does not answer when men cry out because of the arrogance of the wicked. Indeed, God does not listen to their empty plea; the Almighty pays no attention to it. How much less, then, will he listen when you say that you do not see him, that your case is before him and you must wait for him (9:11); further, that his anger never punishes and he does not take the least notice of wickedness (9:24). (NIV)
Elihu’s 4th Speech—Suffering is disciplinary to bring men to God.

36:5,7,15—God is mighty, but despises no one; he is mighty in strength of understanding. He does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous; they are on the throne with kings, for He has seated them forever, they are exalted. If they are bound in fetters, held in the cords of affliction [chastening], then He tells them their work [the character of their deeds, the motives of their hearts] and their transgressions—that they have acted defiantly. He also opens their ear to instruction, and commands that they turn from iniquity. He delivers the poor by their affliction, and opens their ears by oppression.  

His loving care of the righteous is shown equally in prosperity and in adversity.

Purification through suffering—let not the greatness of the ransom turn you aside.

36:16—He even bringeth thee out of the jaws of distress to a broad place, whose ground hath no straitness, and the adorning of thy table shall be full of fatness. Yet thou art become full of the judging of the evil-doer [joining them in their estimate of God]; judging and judgment lay hold on one another! Let not anger indeed entice thee to scorning, and let not the greatness of the ransom mislead thee [the suffering required 
to save the righteous].  (RSV, NASB)
Purification through suffering—Yahweh alone knows what is needed for each one.

36:19—Shall thy crying place thee beyond distress, and all the efforts of strength? [only purification of suffering could gain deliverance]. Long not for the night [death], which shall remove people from their place! Take heed, incline not to evil [to choose death is turning to iniquity the cause of death]; for this thou has desired more than affliction. God acteth loftily in His strength; who is a teacher like unto Him? Who hath appointed Him His way, and who dare say: ‘Thou doest iniquity?’ (Keil/Delitzsch, so RSV, NASB)

Elihu anticipated God’s speech—His greatness, the mystery surrounding His ways.

36:26—How great is God—beyond our understanding! The number of his years is past finding out. He draws up the drops of water, which distill from the mist as rain; clouds pour down their moisture, abundant showers fall on mankind. Who can understand how he spreads out the clouds(thunders from his pavilion? See how he scatters his lightning about him, bathing the depths of the sea. This way he governs the nations and provides food in abundance. He fills his hands with lightning and commands it to strike its mark. His thunder announces the coming storm; the cattle make known its approach. (NIV)
The storm begins to break.

37:2,11—Hear attentively the thunder of His voice, the rumbling that comes from His mouth. He sends it forth under the whole heaven, his lightning to the ends of the earth. God thunders marvelously with His voice; he does great things we cannot comprehend. With moisture He saturates the thick clouds; scatters His bright clouds. They swirl about, turned by His guidance, that they may do whatever He commands them on the face of the whole earth. He causes it to come for correction, or for His land, or for mercy.  

Though much of what God did, men might not understand, they reasoned from His greatness to His goodness, and bowed before Him in reverence.

YAHWEH ANSWERED JOB OUT OF THE STORM(“It is notable that Job was given just what he asked—an opportunity to stand up to God and reason with Him—to show Him He must be mistaken. But how swiftly Job’s self-assurance fled before the mighty manifestation of God’s infinite wisdom and power. That God should deign to speak to man at all—especially one calling His ways in question—is a tremendous condescension in itself, a tremendous and unique honor, and manifestation of love for Job. As God spoke of the endless marvels of His creation, Job shrank to nothing. Crushed in shame, he learned to rest totally and unreservedly in God, devastated by the sudden realization of the stupidity and presumption of daring to challenge God and question His ways.”

Part 1—His Universal Power.

38:1,12,22,33—The Lord answered Job our of the whirlwind: “Who is this who darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Prepare yourself as a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding. Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? To what were its foundations fastened? Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its place. Have you entered the treasury of snow, or have you seen the treasury of hail, which I have reserved for the time of trouble, for the day of battle and war? Do you know the ordinances of the heavens? Can you set their dominion over the earth?”  

It was folly to challenge God!(“In all these things, Job was clearly to understand that there was no way in which he could challenge God. The disparity of reasoning and control between them was so vast. God’s world was so limitless, and Job’s so restricted and confined. God’s view took in every circumstance, and His judgment of issues was complete. Job’s view, large and profound as he might will it to be, was narrow and cramped by comparison. There was so much that he did NOT know. He was finite. God was infinite. It was folly to challenge God!”

Part 2—His Universal Care—The balance in nature is profound.

38:39,41—Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the appetite of the young lions? 
Who provides food for the raven, when its young ones cry to God, and lack food?

39:1,5,9,13,19,26—Do you know the time when the wild mountain goats bear young? Or can you mark when the deer gives birth? Who set the wild donkey free? Will the wild ox be willing to serve you? The wings of the ostrich wave proudly, but are her wings and pinions like the kindly stork’s? Have you given the horse strength? Have you clothed his neck with thunder? Does the hawk fly by your wisdom, and spread its wings toward the south? Does the eagle mount up at your command, and make its nest on high?  

God had established it as a principle in nature that the death of the innocent was necessary to the continuance in life of the one who brought about its death.

“Of the creatures God brought before Job, some were clean (as the goat, deer, wild ox), but most were unclean, and all, both clean and unclean, were intended to represent mankind. Their very variety, complexity and contrariety, both in instinct and habit, gave them an appearance to be matched only in the variety of humans, who might look alike (the wild ox and his tame brother; the ostrich and the stork), but contain the proud and the gentle, the audacious and the timid, the cruel and the kind, the hunter and the victim. But was it not wrong, in principle, that the timid and gentle should die such mean and cruel deaths, devoured by all that is cruel on earth below and in the firmament above? Such would be true only if God’s care and His love were limited to the victim. The victim would then have reason for complaint. The love of God was not so limited. His care and love were over all His creatures—He was not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. And, if it should be that, in nature, the innocent had to die if the wicked were to survive, it was only so as a pale reflection, a shadow of the greater truth worked out in the experience, first of Job himself, then of the one whom he typified, the Lord Jesus Christ, and finally of the ecclesia.”

Job becomes silent.

40:1—The Lord answered Job: “Shall the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him? He who rebukes God, let him answer it.” Then Job answered the Lord and said: “Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer You? I lay my hand over my mouth. Once I have spoken, but I will not answer; yes, twice, but I will proceed no further.”  

God’s Challenge to Job—He is invited to rule the world.

40:8,14—Would you indeed annul My judgment? Would you condemn Me that you may be justified? Have you an arm like God? Or can you thunder with a voice like His? Then adorn yourself with majesty and splendor, and array yourself with glory and beauty. Disperse the rage of your wrath; look on everyone who is proud, and humble him. Look on everyone who is proud, and bring him low; tread down the wicked in their place. Then I will also confess to you that your own right hand can save you.  

Pride and Sin—Behemoth and Leviathan—the Hippopotamus and the Crocodile.

“Two Egyptian creatures whose most natural home was the river. Both would repel Job. He would turn away from them and put them away from him. In the same way, Pride and Sin repelled and would be repelled by God, who would have none of them.”

Behold Behemoth (Hippopotamus)—Only Yahweh can humble PRIDE.

40:15—Look now at behemoth, which I made along with you; he eats grass like an ox. See now, his strength is in his hips [loins], and his power is in his stomach muscles [strength in carnal lusts]. He moves his tail like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are tightly knit [man exalts in small or vain things]. His bones are like beams of bronze, 
his ribs like bars of iron.

Can you tame Behemoth—Pride?

40:19,21,23—He is the first of the ways of God; only He who made him can bring near His sword [man is the finest of Yahweh’s creation, only He can approach to subdue pride]. He lies under the lotus trees, in a covert of reeds and marsh [the lazy inactive life]. Indeed the river may rage, yet he is not disturbed [too often man’s pride is not disturbed by calamity]; he is confident, though the Jordan gushes into his mouth, though he takes it in his eyes, or one pierces his nose with a snare [man fends off direct attacks on his pride].  

Can you draw out Leviathan (Crocodile) with a hook—No one can control SIN.

41:1—Can you draw out Leviathan with a hook, or snare his tongue with a line which you lower? Can you put a reed through his nose, or pierce his jaw with a hook? Will he make many supplications to you? Will he speak softly to you? Will he make a covenant with you? Will you take him as a servant forever? Will you play with him as with a bird, or will you leash him for your maidens? Will your companions make a banquet of him? Will they apportion him among the merchants? 

Can you control Leviathan—Sin?

41:7,33—Can you fill his skin with harpoons, or his head with fishing spears? Lay your hand on him; remember the battle—never do it again! Indeed, any hope of overcoming him is false; shall one not be overwhelmed at the sight of him? No one is so fierce that he would dare stir him up. Who then is able to stand against Me? Who has preceded Me [first given to Me], that I should pay him? Everything under heaven is Mine [our righteousness is His gift, Rom 11:35]. On earth there is nothing like him, which is made without fear. He beholds every high thing; he is king over all the children of pride.  

Only God can conquer SIN.

“If sin was to be overcome at all, only God could overcome it. All the good that was in a man was in him because of the influence of God in him—he was not a ‘partner’ so much as a ‘beneficiary’ in the grace of God. Apart from God, he could neither conquer the power of sin in himself nor contend against its power in others. By himself, he could do nothing. But God could do everything. Point by point, Job had been reduced, stripped of every independent thought, and driven to find his refuge in God, in all things.”

Job’s confession and repentance.

42:2—I know that You can do everything, and that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You. You asked, “Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?” Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. You said, “I will question you, and you shall answer Me.” I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees You. Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.  

The three friends were forgiven when Job prayed for them.

42:7—After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz: “My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has. Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, go to My servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; My servant Job shall pray for you. For I will accept him, lest I deal with you according to your folly; because you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has.”

Jas 5:16—The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.  

Job was restored after he prayed for his friends.

42:10—The Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends [having forgiven their bitter false accusing words(“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do”]. The Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. Then all his brothers, sisters, all who had been his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversity that the Lord had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of gold. 

Our willingness to forgive shows we realize how great is our need to be forgiven.

Yahweh blessed the latter years of Job even more than the early years.


Before
After
Before 
After
Sons
7
7
Camels
3,000
6,000

Daughters
3
3
Yoke of Oxen
500
1,000

Sheep
7,000
14,000
Female Donkeys
500
1,000

42:14—He called the name of the first Jemimah, second Keziah, third Keren-Happuch. 
In all the land were found no women so beautiful as the daughters of Job; their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers. After this Job lived 140 years, and saw his children and grandchildren for four generations. So Job died, old and full of days.
Ps 37:37(Mark the blameless man, observe the upright; the future of that man is peace. The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in time of trouble.

There is a strong inference that the first family was not lost and will be restored at the resurrection.

The marvel of God’s address to Job.

“Was ever a man the subject of so full and personal and searching a Divine address to himself? God did not stoop to explain, for that would have been utterly inappropriate and would not have accomplished the desired result. We must first accept God and all His ways fully and unquestioningly, before we can hope for any explanation of their mysteries. But God condescended to take the time and trouble to fully and in detail manifest Himself and His majesty to Job, as He did to none other we know of but Christ himself. God’s address to Job is unique in all Scripture. How much closer he would now be to God. How much more at peace. Never again would he fear anything.”

God banished Job’s questions(“When God brought Job to the comfort and peace of unquestioning love and trust, He thereby solved all Job’s problems, even before He removed Job’s afflictions. Their removal came later, after Job had waived all his complaints, and prostrated himself in loving worship. God banished Job’s questions, not by answering them, but by totally removing them from his concern. Job was wholly satisfied that whatever God did must be right, and must be rooted in love and wisdom. God’s answer was to give no answer, but to manifest a God so great that no answer was needed. He is infinitely above all question and accountability.”
Total self-abasing humility.

“Job was faithful and righteous above all his contemporaries, and completely, actively dedicated to good works, and to service to God and man. He demonstrated his firm and unshakable endurance, and that he unselfishly loved goodness for goodness sake alone. But he did not have the necessary total self-abasing humility and recognition of self-nothingness until he was crushed by the divine revelation. The learning of this was the supreme blessing of his entire experience.”

The greatness of God and smallness of man.

“The whole lesson of God’s self-manifestation to Job is the limitless greatness of God and the utter littleness of man. If God had stooped to explain Himself to Job before totally humbling him in the recognition of his nothingness, then God would have been conceding man’s right to judge God and demand an answer for His ways. And this right to question God man must be made to fully realize that he just does not have. It is absurd and unthinkable that weak, brief-lived, created man should for one moment question God, who effortlessly maintains the numberless stars and galaxies in their myriad courses throughout the universe.”

Job humbled and restored.

“When Job humbled himself, and cast away all self-importance, God graciously went much further to set Job’s mind at perfect rest, and doubly compensated him for all his faithfully-borne suffering and shame. He totally vindicated and honored him before his self-righteous friends and gave Job the joyful, forgiving privilege of being their mediator. And then He justified Job before his whole community, and made him twice as rich as he had been before. Job—after passing through all his trials for the inspirational and instructional benefit of the race—rejoiced to see his sons and his sons’ sons, in peace and prosperity. So Christ, in eternal riches and honor, shall see his redeemed seed—a holy, perfected ‘generation of the race’.”
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