Notes on The Rechabites

Jer 35:11 – Syrians & Chaldeans, so probably about 7th year of Jehoiakim

   2 Kg 24:1-2  Bands of Syrians

      4th year of Jehoiakim – Neb came against Jerusalem   (Dan 1:1;  Jer 25:1;  46:2)

      7th year of Jehoiakim – Jehoiakim rebelled

Setting of Jeremiah 35:

 Jer 33 – God will keep his covenant with His people – Jews will return from captivity

 Jer 34 – Zedekiah broke his covenant (to free Hebrew slaves)


     9th year of Zedekiah - Egyptians came up, Babylonians left

 Jer 35 – Faithful Rechabites (obeyed Father)

 Jer 36 – Jehoiakim burned scroll during 5th year 

Background to Rechabites (Sometimes called Kenites)

  Ex 2:18 Moses meets Reuel (a title), priest of Midian.  In Ex 3:1  Reuel’s name is Jethro

  Ex 18  Jethro brings Zipporah & 2 sons to meet Moses.  Jethro rejoices in Yahweh’s victory over Egypt. He offers sacrifices & has fellowship meal with Moses, Aaron, & elders of Israel.  Jethro gives Moses advice about dividing up the work of judging the people.

  Num 10:29  Moses asks Hobab (brother in Law) to travel w/ Jews

  Judges 1:16    Indicates Hobab did go!

  Judges 4:11   Heber: lost his family values, went out on his own

       Jael – maintained her family values and kept the faith!

  1 Sam 15:6  Saul give Kenites a chance to separate from the Amalakites before he attacks, because Kenites helped Israel when they came out of Egypt

  Neh 3:14  Rechabites around after the captivity and involved in the work. Malchijah the son of Rechab, leader of the district of Beth Haccerem, repaired the Refuse Gate; 

  1 Chron 2:55  Rechab’s family included in family of Judah! 

  2 Kings 9:16   Jehu chosen to eliminate Ahab’s house.  He kills Joram, Ahaziah, Jezebel

  2 Kings 10  Jehu intimidates rulers of Samaria to kill 70 of Ahab’s male descendants 

  2 Kings 10:15  First mention of Jehonadab (same as Jonadab)    Over 200 years before Jer 35!  

Jehu – Liked to fight for the Truth, but…did not want to live it!

             He didn’t internalize the war to fight against his own evil desires

Jonadab saw evils of Ahab & Jezebel, and downfall of Jehu.

  He designed his principles to prevent him and his family from being lost!

Jer 35 – The Example of the Rechablites!  

   Jonadab’s Family Values:  Designed to counter Ahab/Jezebel evils & Jehu’s failure!    

      1) No alcohol – keep sober, make thoughtful decisions,be responsible for actions!

      2) Live in Tents, no farming of crops – stay away from evils of city life and self-reliance!

Reason:  “That you may live many days in the land”  (Echo of 5th commandment, first one with promise)

   Ex 20:12   “Honor your Father and Mother, that your days may be long upon the land”
Result:  Rechabites refuse to change their family values. They still obey their Ancestor’s command from over 200 years ago!  Not ashamed to admit loyalty to family values and commitment to Father’s principles!

They still kept their dead Father’s commandment when he couldn’t even see them anymore!

Israel would not keep their living God’s commandments when He sees everything and His angels are all around!

Why did Jonadab forbid the drinking of alcoholic beverages?

    Deceitfulness of Alcohol:  affects our judgments and controls. 

Biblical Examples of People adversely affected by Alcohol:

   Noah – after faithfulness in building ark and enduring flood, alcohol caused him to be involved with the shameful incident with Ham and led to the curse of Canaan

   Lot – after surviving the evils of Sodom and being rescued, Alcohol removed his inhibitions and he made his own 2 daughters pregnant & had 2 sons, Moab and Ammon 

   Nadab & Abihu – After going thru 7 days of separation to God so they could become priests for the Jewish nation, Alcohol ruined their decision-making process and they offered profane fire in their censers – God struck them dead!  On the first day they should have served as priests! 

Lev 10:8-11  God gave rule to priests – Don’t drink alcohol when you serve in tabernacle!  Must distinguish between clean and unclean! 

Note the warning of 1 Cor 6:9-11     Don’t be deceived!  Drunkards won’t be in kingdom!

A little wine with food is OK:    Bible does indicate it’s OK to take a little wine for stomach’s sake! (1 Tim 5:23) It has antiseptic qualities, which were needed in those days.  Today we have so many other choices to drink.

Rechabite Lesson is not just about alcohol & houses.  It’s about setting family standards to encourage a Godly life and help “keep oneself unspotted by the world” (James 1:27)  AND then faithfully keeping those standards even when under pressure!

Having Godly standards doesn’t make you righteous!  It provides the right climate for God’s character to develop in us.  

Like John Baptist crying “in the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord” (Isa 40:3;  Mat. 3:3)  Need to get out into the spiritual wilderness to mentally prepare for God’s mind, but going out there doesn’t make it happen!

Family Values & Godly standards that can have an impact on our lives!

· Do daily Bible reading and/or study

· Pray daily – maybe at set times

· Choose to live close to other Godly families

· Seek a marriage partner in God’s family

· Attend the Sunday meetings, Bible classes, CYCs

May also involved setting standards about:

· Alcoholic beverages

· TV programs

· Music

· Movies

· Friends

· Vacations

Lessons to take home:

· Try to develop some Family Values for yourself and your family that are appropriate for the challenges of our day

· Appreciate our Family Values & Godly Standards we may have inherited

· Don’t be afraid to stand up for Godly standards when under pressure

· Talk to each other and our children about WHY we have these standards and HOW they can help us live Godly lives

· Remember our Father is a living God:  He and His heavenly family are watching each day to see how we do keeping His commands
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